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PREFACE 
Urbanization has been a global process. It is an index of transformation 
from traditional rural economies to modem industrial one. It is not confined to 
metropolis only. Cities are continuously expanding. In India, numbers of 
million plus cities have increased from 5 in 1951 to 23 in 1991 and to 35 in 
2001. About 285 million population live in urban areas. The study of 
urbanization, therefore, is assuming increasing importance all over the world 
and especially in the developing countries where the urban population is 
growing rapidly. In India urbanization has also tremendously increased during 
last two decades. Obviously, it has become a matter of attention for civil 
administrators, demographers and social scientists. An understanding of the 
causes and consequences of urbanization and its relationship with social change 
and economic growth is essential for economic planning and policy making. 
The present Dissertation "Urbanization in Post-Independent India" is 
a modest attempt to analysis the nature of urban growth from 1951 to 2001. 
The analysis is based on secondary data collected from Census Reports, 
National Sample Survey, Techno-Economic Survey and earlier urban studies 
etc. 
The first chapter is introductory chapter, devoted to conceptual 
explanation of urbanization and urbanization and their interplay with other 
processes like Industrialization, Westernization, Modernization and 
Globalization. 
The second chapter is "Urbanization in India: Pre-Independence and 
Post-Independence period". This chapter is devoted to the emergence of new 
cities and towns and the pace of urbanization in India since ancient period, 
when it was synonymous with the origin and rise of civilization which is 
associated with Harappan civilization. 
The third chapter is the "Trend of Urbanization in India". It is related 
with the degree and level of urbanization, which is associated with socio-
economic development, industrialization, the process of modernization, the 
spread of science, attitude of economic rationality and rural-urban migration. 
The fourth chapter is "Impact of Globalization on Urbanization". 
Globalization is the increasing interconnection of people and places as result of 
advances in transport, communication and information technologies that causes 
political, economic and cultural convergence. The impact of globalization on 
city growth patterns marks a critical difference between past and present 
transitions. Cities are the main beneficiaries of globalizations, the progressive 
integration of the world's economies. 
And last chapter is the conclusion which is having an over all picture of 
the work done. It deals with the influences which have been derived out of the 
whole exercise and advances certain suggestions, generalizations and 
limitations pertaining to the nature of secondary data on urban places and the 
stress to deal with some emerging issues of urban social life. Through out this 
exercise the urban places have been taken into account and many times the 
focus of the study is on the big cities of India. 
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CHAPTER-1 
CONCEPTUAL FRAME-WORK 
(i) Urbanization: Concept and Characteristics 
(ii) Theoretical Perspective 
(iii) Growth of Urban Population in India 
(iv) Size Class Distribution of Urban Centres in India 
(v) Consequence of Urbanization 
(vi) Urbanization and Urbanism 
(vii) Review of Literature 
(viii) Methodology 
CHAPTER-1 
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
Urbanization is a universal process. It is a product of various kind of 
change taking place in a society. It is also a process of population redistribution 
from rural to urban communities, which means the movement of people from 
rural to urban places of residence. Urbanization in India is associated with the 
evolution of Indus Valley Civilization around 2500 B.C. The process of 
urbanization defused to other parts of the country under the impact of various 
forces operating during the ancient, medieval and modem period of Indian 
history. In the ancient period, it was synonymous with the origin and rise of 
civilization. In the medieval period, it was related to rise and fall of kingdoms, 
dynasties and empires. In modem period, this has been associated with 
industrialization and economic development across the country, with cities seen 
as centres for flow of goods, people, finance, information etc. 
Urbanization implies changes in the nature of people's activities, in the 
ratio bcvween population engaged in agricultural activities and rest of the 
population, in the population distribution according to the types of settlements, 
in the population concentration of man's activities in shaping of urban way of 
life and its growing influence on the other sections of population. 
Man has spent most of his history on earth as a nomad, a wanderer 
without any settled habitation due to an extremely unproductive level of 
technology. Physically modem man, Homosapiens, has existed since some half 
million years. While the most impressive fact about man's urban existence is 
that it is quite recent in origin - some five or six thousand years old. Putting it 
in another way, the six thousand years of man's urban existence are slightly 
more than one percent of his existence as physically modem man. How and 
where urban traits first appeared? This question is unavoidably involved with 
the question of when cities began. Urban civilization grew on the fertile area 
and near the river. The first cities were primitive villages that gradually grew 
into urban centres. The political domination of an area was the reason for birth 
of the city. Generally three major factors have been recognized as shaping the 
development of cities.' 
(a) Environment: i.e. 'Cne degree to which a given c\imate, topography and 
set of natural resources can support physical requirement of man. 
(b) Technology: i.e. the degree to which man's tools and inventions can 
make use of natural resources. For any urban settlement a high 
technological competence is required to produce enough food and other 
facilities for dense population living permanently at a fixed place. 
(c) Social Organization: i.e. the extent to which man's attitude and cultural 
institutions match a given community pattern. 
Of all changes that human beings have made in the physical appearance 
of the world, perhaps none is more striking than the construction of cities. 
From the time the first cities arose they have been the centres of intense 
political, economic and cultural activities. They promoted division of labour 
and specialization and generated new ideas. The processes that are set in 
motion by the emergence of cities have assured their dominance over many 
aspect of national life. The history of great civilization is largely the history of 
what was accomplished in cites.^ 
Social analysts generally agree with the common sense observation that 
major social changes are taking place more rapidly now that at any earlier 
period of history. Some of the important social changes that are taking place in 
the modem world have created and are creating massive shift in social structure 
through out the world. Urbanization is one of such important changes. The 
most striking feature of India's urbanization is its long tradition. 
I (a) Concept of Urbanization 
Urbanisation is a universal process implying social change and 
economic development. It refers to a process where by a traditionalh rural 
bond community wholly or particularly moves to adopt a different pattern of 
life where activities are primarily centred in government, manufacture, trade 
and allied interest. The growth of urban centres is the result of accelerated 
industrial and service function. As increase in the size of towns and cities 
leading to growth of urban population is the most significant dimension of 
urbanization. The process is intimately related with industrialization, 
westfemization, modernization and globalization. All these are indices of 
change in different aspects of society. These concepts apparently look quite 
synonymous, although differ characteristically in meaning and contents. The 
concept of urbanization can be better understand after having an understanding 
of these concepts. 
Industrialization is the occupational or professional aspect of modem 
urbanization. It may be true that with the advent of industrialization, the pace 
of urbanization has been fastened. Broadly speaking, urbanization is the 
transformation of the total way of life of a particular community, while 
industrialization is the change in the mode of working in economic sphere, of 
community. As a concomitant factor industrialization, no doubt, may affect the 
other aspects of social life of a community. But it is not a rule. 
Industrialization, therefore, plainly refers to the techniques of work, the scale 
and the size of enterprise of the people to sustain their life. 
Westernization is a value loaded concept. It involves the cultural elements and 
ideology borrowed from the western societies. Generally the adaptation of the 
western ways is termed as westernization. In the Indian context it usually refers 
to the pattern of life and ideology borrowed distinctly from the West European 
and American countries. Thus the western countries have been an ideal or 
model of urbanization. But the westernization cannot be said to be the 
necessary element of urbanization. This may be evident in urban places in India 
where most of the inhabitants have not adopted western style of life and 
ideology, and traditionally in respect of family, caste and neighbourhood etc. is 
yet observed. 
Modernization is an indices of technological advancement, its application in 
day to day life and an adjustment with new inventions and ideas. Saving of 
human labour by replacing it with machines is an essential part of 
modernization. But it is also indicative of progressive and advanced ideas and 
thoughts, feeling and conceptions, behaviour pattern and actions a change in 
traditional living. Modernization, though goes generally with urbanization, may 
occur in non - urban places, as well. American villages, for example, are more 
modernized as compared to many Indian cities. 
Globalization is a process of interaction and integration among the people, 
companies and government of different nations. It is the increasing 
interconnection of places as a result of advances in transport, communication 
and information technologies that causes political, economic and cultural 
convergence. The vast urban expansion in developing countries has global 
implication. Cities are the main beneficiaries of globalization, the progressive 
integration of the world economies. Infact, industrialization westernization 
modernization and globalization are usually taken as the necessary elements of 
urbanization. 
According to Encyclopaedia of Social Science "Urbanization is 
characterised by movement of people from small communities concerned 
chiefly or solely with agriculture to other communities generally larger whose 
activities are primarily centred in government trade, manufacture and allied 
interest.""* G.S. Ghurye is of the view that broadly means "migration of people 
from village to city and effect of movement upon the migrant and their families 
and upon fellowmen in the village."^ In order to have a better understanding of 
the of the contemporary process of urbanization in India, we need to have 
through grasp of the census definition of urban areas. 
Indian Census Definition of Urban Area 
Census 2001 defme, the urban area is an area -
(a) Statutory towns: All places with a municipality, corporation, cantonment 
board or notified town area committee etc. \ 
(b) Census towns: All places which satisfy following criteria. 
> a minimum population of 5000. 
> at least 75% of male working population engaged in non-agricultural 
pursuits, and 
> a density of population of at least 400 persons per sq. km.^  
I (b) Characteristics of Urbanization 
Urbanization is characterized by increasing secondary group 
relationships, voluntary associations, a plurality of norms and values with 
respect to increasing secularization and segementary role; greater chances of 
social mobility, developed mode of communication, and information. 
Urbanization is also characterized by three level. 
> Population/demographic level: 
Due to urbanization, more people go to city from village. The population 
of urban area is increasing day by day. 
> Economic/occupational level: 
Due to more economic opportimities in urban area more people go to the 
city. The traditional occupational level has been changed, because of in urban 
area different kind of occupation is found. 
> Socio - cultural level: 
Due to urbanization more people go to city from rural areas. They adopt 
new pattern of culture, norms and values. 
Urbanization can be characterised by such self evident factor as: 
• Mobility of population from agricultural to non-agricultural areas, 
• 
• 
Concentration of population in a new place of habitation or a place 
characterised by a new way of life. 
Variety of professions other than agriculture and continued mobility in 
these occupations, mobility both vertical and horizontal. 
• A particular mode of habitation and non agricultural (i.e. industrial, 
commercial etc.) pattern of economy 
It may be observed that the degree of urbanization is not merely judged 
by the percentage of total population living in an urban communities, or 
number of urban places in any political or administrative territory, but also by 
the influence which an urban place or community exerts on cultural, political 
and economic life of its own, hinterland and abroad. It includes the 
development of urban locales and urban traits. In a wider perspective, 
urbanization is not an isolated culture traits but it is a function of total 
economy, its rapid growth indicates that fimdamental changes are occurring at 
a rate sufficient to transform the pre-industrial societies. It has a positive 
relationship with industrialization and negatives relation with agricultural 
density. 
(in Theoretical Perspective 
Urban studies is a very recent field of study yet cities are one of the 
oldest artifacts of civilized life. Till Industrial Revolution, the city was taken by 
most social thinkers as the image of society itself and not some unique form of 
social life. In the ancient world this identification occurred in the writing of 
Aristotle, Plato and Augustine, during the re-emergence of city life the late 
middle ages it could be found in the work of Machiavelli. During the 18'^  
century this merging of city and society was powerfiiUy started in the social 
theory of Rousseau. During the Industrial Revolution, sociologists like Max 
Weber and Emile Durkheim focused on the increasing urbanization of social 
life.^  
After Industrial Revolution, increase in the size of cities not only due to 
internal population growth but mainly due to huge immigration, and 
v:::rj^^ f:T^'^^' 
introduction of market economy have profound impact on the social Ufe of 
cities. 
The urban studies just show the way of Hfe that takes place in the city 
life. The study of urban life may be divided into two schools of thought. The 
first school was GERMAN one centered in Heidelberg and Berlin and its 
member was Max Weber, George Simmel and Oswald Spengler. The second 
school developed at the UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO in 1920', the leader of 
this school was Robert Park, Louis Wirth and Earnest Burgess} Afterwards 
Nels Anderson, R.N. Mooris and K. Davis have contributed - good literature in 
the filed of urban sociology. 
(a) Max Weber 
In 1905, celebrated German sociologist Max Weber, Published a book 
"The City" Weber has tried to explain that how human settlement takes place 
in city life which is known as 'cosmopolitan'. He considered social structure of 
city that encourages social individuality and innovation. He defined urban 
community is an ideal type which required, trade or commercial relations e.g. 
market, court and law of its own , militarily self sufficient for self defense, 
forms of associations or social participation where by individual engage in 
social relationships and organizations. Weber suggested that cities are linked 
to larger processes, e.g. economic or political orientations, instead of city itself 
being cause of distinguishing qualities of urban life i.e. different cultural and 
historical conditions will result in different types of cities. 
(b) George Simmel 
George Simmel considered importance of urban experience in his essay 
'The Metropolis and Mental Life".'" Simmel believed that cities could be 
described in an ideal typical form, but the elements of this description would by 
psychological, the unique trait of modem city is intensification of nervous 
stimuli with which city dweller must cope. The life of city is complex, men try 
to live in non-emotional become more rational, functional relationships to other 
men which means to break life into separate compartments in order to be in 
control over each one separately. The urbanities are highly attuned to time, 
(c) Robert Park 
Robert Park published an article "The City: Some Suggestions for the 
Study of Human Behaviour in the Urban Environment" in 1916." In this 
article, Park set out to understand the city both as a 'place' and as a 'moral 
order'. He believed that the city could be described in such a way that its 
functional, tangible character would ultimate reveal the cultural and ethical 
possibilities for life in it, he define it as ' Ecology of City'. He said that life in 
the city is a product of competition in the natural environment, i.e. the natural 
environment is an instrumental force in determining city characteristics. He 
believed city to be a social with distinct parts bound together by internal 
processes. Park focused on the physical form of the city and human's 
adjustment to the ecological conditions of urban life. 
According to Park, City organized OP two levels. 
> Biotic or Substructure: Which driven by competition, structure of city 
resulting from inhabitants competition for scarce resources, idea is that 
cities were similar to symbiotic environment. 
> Cultural or Super Structure: Which driven by communication and 
consensus, way of life in the city which was an adaptive response to 
organization of the city resulting at the biotic level, at the cultural level of 
city is held together by co-operation between actors. 
(d) Louis Wirth 
Louis Wirth has developed first urban theory in U.S. in his book 
"Urbanism As a Way of Life".'^  He focused on urbanism i.e. urban life style 
more than on structure. According to Louis Wirth., city is relatively large, 
dense with permanent settlement of socially and culturally heterogeneous 
people, and so urbanism is a function of population density, size and 
heterogeneity. 
> Population Size: it creates great diversity because large number of 
people coming together logically increase potential differentiation among 
themselves and with migration of divers groups e.g. legal systems, 
organizes human relationships on interest specific basis i.e. social 
segmentalization. 
> Population density: It intensifies effects of large population size on 
social life, manifests quality of separateness, ecological specialization, 
may increase anti social behaviour. 
> Population heterogeneity: With social interaction among many 
personality types results in breakdown of the rigidity of caste line and 
complicates class structure, thus increased social mobility, with social 
mobility tend to have physical mobility, leads to further 
depersonalization with concentration of divers people. 
(e) Ernest Burgess 
Ernest Burgess developed "Concentric Zone Theory".'^  According to 
him, cities grow and develop outward process of invasion and succession. The 
jobs, industry, entertainment, administrative offices etc were located at the 
center in city. He divided the city into five zones. 
> Commercial Zone 
> Zone of transition 
> Working class residences 
> Middle class residences 
> Commuter zone 
The zone development resulted from competitive processes, ie 
competition for best location in the city. 
(f) Harris and UUman 
Harris and Ullman developed a theory "Multi Nuclei Theory" which 
was more advanced stage of urbanization. According to them, cities do not 
have a single center, but have many mini-centers. Similar activities locate in 
the same area and create mini-cities with in the larger city. Certain areas and 
activities tend to locate where there are most effective, desirable and financially 
feasible.''* 
They said, anonymity and privacy are important to city dwellers 
encouraging a live and let live attitude. There are many bond which override 
anonymity eg. ethnic bonds, kinship, occupation, lifestyle, other shared 
interests with cities encouraging alternative types of relationships. The 
technological advances stimulate urban connectedness, example, telephone, e-
mail. 
In India before 1960 urban studies were not commonly done sociologists 
like R.K. Mukherjee and G.S. Ghurye have no doubt written on the urban life. 
Among sociologist Dr. Baljit Singh in collaboration with late Dr. Radha Kamal 
Mukherjee, studied "Lucknow and Gorakhpur Social Profiles of Metropolis'" 
and "A District Town in Transition". In 1970 M.S.A. Rao analyzed the social 
change in Indian village and explained the impact of urbanization in India in 
his book "Urbanization and Social Change".'^ A very valuable work done by 
Ashish Bose "Pattern of Population Change in India"'^ has benefited a lot to 
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urban researchers. A recent contribution by Ashish Bose "Changing 
Paradigm"'' in the realm of population and urban studies helps the researchers 
regarding the emerging pattern of population growth and the process of 
urbanization. 
Roy Turner "India's Urban Future"'* is a valuable work of selected 
studies on urbanization in India. Allen G Noble and Ashok K Datta (ed) "Indian 
Urbanization and planning" (Delhi) is a good work containing important 
articles on different aspects of urbanization and planning by distinguished 
sociologists and demographers of India and abroad. 
(iii) Growth of urban population in India 
In India, the process of urbanization is at a critical juncture. Despite its 
long urban history spanning over nearly five millennia, India remains one of 
the less urbanised country of the world, when it entered the 20'*' century, it was 
one - tenth urban, it was around one - sixth urban at the time of independence. 
During the first half of the 20 '^ century, the process of urbanization was slow, 
registermg an increased in the level of urbanization from 10.84 to 17.29 
percent. The later half of the 20"^  century has been the era of urbanization in the 
developing countries in general, and India in particular. During this period, 
although the level of urbanisation in India increased from 17.29 percent to 27.8 
percent, the total increase in urban population is about four and a half time, i.e., 
from 62 million to 285 millions during 1951 - 2001.'^ According to 2001 
census, only 38 percent of the population lives in urban areas. 
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Table-1.1: India: Growth of Urban Population 1901-2001 
Year 
1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 
1961 
1971 
1981 
1991 
2001 
Urban population 
in thousands 
25,867 
25,958 
28,091 
33,468 
44,168 
62,444 
78,937 
109,114 
159,727 
217,611 
285,355 
Percentage increase 
during preceding decade 
0.35 
8.22 
19.14 
31.97 
41.38 
26.41 
38.23 
46.02 
36.19 
38.00 
Source: census of India, 1981, 1991 and 2001. 
India has the second largest population among the countries in the 
world. The urban population of India has exceeded the total population of all 
the countries in the world except China and USA in 2001. There are 285 
million urbanites and 35 metropolitan cities in the country. According to recent 
estimate, the number of million - plus cities will increase to 51 by 2011 and to 
75 by 2021. There would be 500 large cities (100,000 and above size).^ ° 
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(iv) Size Class Distribution of Urban Centres in India 
Table-1.2: Size Class Distribution of Urban Centres 
Census 
Year 
1 
1 1 
1941 
1951 
1961 
1971 
1981 
1991 
2001 
Cities (1) 
No. 
49 
76 
102 
148 
218 
300 
393 
Pop. 
(%) 
38.23 
44.63 
51.42 
57.24 
60.42 
65.20 
68.67 
Large towns 
(11) 
No. 
74 
91 
129 
173 
270 
345 
401 
Pop 
(%) 
11.42 
9.96 
11.23 
10.92 
11.63 
10.95 
9.67 
Medium 
towns (111) 
No. 
242 
327 
437 
558 
743 
947 
1151 
Pop. 
(%) 
16.35 
15.72 
16.94 
16.01 
14.33 
13.19 
12.23 
Small towns 
(IV, V and 
VI) 
No. 
1825 
2301 
1602 
1597 
2070 
2104 
2423 
Pop. 
(%) 
34.00 
29.69 
20.41 
15.83 
13.62 
10.66 
9.43 
Class I - Population 100,000 and above 
Class II - Population 50,000 to 99,999 
Class III - Population 20,000 to 49, 999 
— Cities 
— Large Towns 
— Medium Towns 
Class IV - Population 10,000 to 19,999 
Class V Population 5,000 to 9,999 
Class VI - Population less than 5,000 
> - Small towns 
The distribution of population in different size class of urban settlement 
has shifted significantly in favour of Class I cities. The proportion of urban 
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population increased from 38 to 69 percent in Class I cities having population 
of 100,000 and above during 1941 to 2001, while the proportion remained 
virtually stagnant at around 10 percent in large tovms (Class II) having 
population of 50,000 to 99,999. The proportion reduced marginally from 16 to 
12 percent in medium towns (Class III) having population of 20,000 to 49,999 
and reduced substantially from 34 to 9 percent in small town (Class IV, V and 
VI) having population less than 20,000 during the same period. This may be 
attributed to the fact that the towns in lower categories have grown in size 
owing to population growth and graduated to the next higher category. 
(v) Consequence of Urbanization 
Due to urbanization, industrialization, progress of trade and commerce, 
development of transportation and communication more people go to the city. 
They have already shown their effects in the form of problems like congestion, 
over population and lack of space in many countries. Other social problems 
such as crime, delinquency, alcoholism, prostitution and dehumanization are 
present to a great extent in west. India is also not free from these influences. 
The expansion of urban centres have also given rise to variety of problems, like 
overcrowding, pollution, housing shortage, slums, crime, juvenile delinquency, 
high divorce rate and social disorganisation. Mass migration from the rural 
areas to city and tovms is creating imbalances in the economy, urban amenities 
and the provision of basic supply are increasingly facing problem of shortage 
and scarcity. Housing sanitation, transport and medical facilities are not coping 
with the increasing demand. Population and population concentration at a point 
involve many social and demographic problems. Demographically speaking 
city is a human settlement of large size and high density. Socially, it is a 
heterogeneous society i.e. a society of organic solidarity to quote Emile 
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Durkheim and gesselschaft according to Tonnes. Urban studies are therefore 
important from demographic and social point of view. 
United Nation Development Programme (UNDP) in 1993 studies the 
problems in urban areas which are most severe unemployment 63%, inadequate 
housing 43%, sanitation 33%, air pollution 32%. The larger cities like Mumbai, 
Delhi and Kolkata have more slums than small and medium size towns. In 
1991, slums dwellers formed 45% of the population in Mumbai, 44% in Delhi 
and 42% in Kolkata. Due to urbanization the changes have occurred mainly in 
family structure, kinship system, marriage system, consumption behaviour, 
gender relations etc. This has effected joint family in a drastic manner. The 
normative pattern of family has been changed. Residential separation due to 
mobility of members from one place to another, effect the size and composition 
of family. The traditional family norms are relaxed and interpersonal 
relationship have become more formal. 
(vi) Urbanization and Urbanism 
The concept of urbanism was developed by Louis Wirth in his book 
"Urbanism As a Way of Life".^ ^ According to him, urbanism is a way of life 
of the people who live in urban areas tend to be highly mobile, there are weak 
bond between them, pace of life is faster, large number of people live in close 
proximity to one another without knowing most other personally. Most contact 
between city dwellers are fleeting and partial rather than being satisfying 
relationships in themselves. 
Urbanism as a characteristic mode of the life may be defined by the 
three interrelated perspectives-
16 
> As a physical structure comprising a population base, a technology and an 
ecological order. 
> As a system of social organization involving a characteristic and a typical 
patterns of social relationship 
> As a set of attitudes and ideas, and a constellation of personalities 
engaging in typical forms of collective behaviours and subject to 
characteristic mechanism of social control. 
Urbanization is a structural process of change which means the 
movement of people from rural to urban places of residence. They become 
urban in their life. 
There is a great deal of confusion in the use of the term 'urbanization' 
and 'urbanism'. Urbanization is not urbanism as it is generally misconceived. 
Urbanism represents a particular way or style of life contrast with that of rural 
agriculturally dominated communities while urbanization refers to the process 
where by a traditionally rural bond community wholly or partially moves to 
adopt a different patterns of living. According to Luis Wirth, urbanism is a way 
of life of urban places. He defines it, "the complex of traits which makes up the 
characteristic mode of life in cities and urbanization which denotes the 
development and extension of these factors."^^ "Beals refers to it as the process 
of the adaptation of men to urban life." '^' David Harvey feels that urbanism is 
one aspect of created environment brought about by the spread of industrial 
capitalism. 
From the above discussions we find the differences in the meaning and 
scope of the term of urbanization and urbanism. Urbanism refers to those 
elements and factors which are internal to urban or city life only. Where as 
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urbanization is a process of development and extension of these urban factors. 
In Indian context, the situation is a bit typical. Here the city with a population 
of one lakh and so on do not show the typical urban characteristics. 
Characteristics of Urbanism 
Some of the essential characteristics of urbanism is psychological. It is 
often true that the urban men think faster and may speak faster keeping his 
thoughts to himself. The urbanity of the urbanized man is evident in his ability 
to enter and exit from the impersonal role, as when walking with the crowd, his 
ability to use anonymity as privacy. He is likely to be mode conscious in 
matters of dress, conversation and manners. The urban way of life may also be 
evidenced in one's possessions, television, radio, telephone, electric devices in 
home, the type of kitchen, many articles with which the home is decorated, 
specially types of books and pictures. Let us now give some of the most 
obvious characteristics. 
> Ways of Work 
Urban work is usually described as industrial which does not mean work 
in factories only. It is also a work in commerce and trade, in communication 
and services. Some work may not be different from the work in a village, but 
the ways of work may be different. Emphasis is given on the use of machine 
and on refined ways of organizing the work place in order to increase the 
productivity of workers. 
> Mobility 
The urban way of life has never been one of fixed and enduring 
relationships. Even the most firmly rooted forms and structures must change, 
rapidly or gradually. The individual may be subjected to many social. 
economic and cultural pressures to hold him within fixed structures of 
occupation, family caste and other. From the outside, he is also subject to the 
pressures which compel him to move and change. It is called social or vertical 
mobility. More people move in a place where more work must be found in 
more quantity and variety. 
These different types of mobility usually mean transiency of contact. 
Continually making new contacts, one cannot retain all the old ones. One hold 
fast to those contacts which are most needed in the competitive life. 
> Time and Tempo Compulsions 
Mainly due to the nature of work, life in the urban community becomes 
"Clock Regulated". The farmer is not dominated by the clock while his life is 
very much controlled by the cycles of nature. But urban life increasingly 
separated from the rule of nature as it becomes increasingly industrial. Machine 
and mechanism become more important. Water supply system, drainage and 
sewage systems, telephone and other communication networks, the street 
lighting and traffic control network, these must be regulated by a precise timing 
instrument, that is clock. Thus, the urban way of life adopts a special type of 
rhythm which must be coordinated and must move at a definite tempo. 
> Family Living and the Individual 
Traditionally in rural life, the family is the unit of the most production 
and consumption. In rural tradition where joint family prevails such as in India, 
the status of the individual depends on his family memberships. But in the 
urban relationship it is individual and not the family that becomes the unit in 
the labour market, in citizenship and other relations. Moreover, the family 
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tends to lose some of its traditional functions, in particular economic and 
educational functions. 
> The Man-made Environment 
The urban environment is mechanical and man-made. Trees, grass and 
flowers are selected and may be found only where man wishes them to do. The 
streets are under laid by water supply lines, sewers or gas supply. Lines of 
transportation may be on the surface, under the surface or overhead. Transit 
through the streets is regulated by a system of lights. There are intricate and far 
reaching systems for communications. Being urbanized means to be informed 
about all of these systems so necessary to collective living. 
These are some of the characteristics of urban civilization. Many other 
characteristics are, such as the unique system of urban supply and 
consumption. 
On the one hand, individual gains a certain degree of freedom from the 
personal and emotional controls of intimate groups. On the other hand, he loses 
the spontaneous self expression, the moral and the sense of participation that 
comes with living in the integrated society. 
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(vii) Review of Literature 
A.R Desai in his article on "Urbanization and social Stratification" 
(1960)^ ^ said that in a society the nature of interrelationships is conditioned by 
the level of technology, level of productive forces and the type of property 
relations within which the entire system of production and distribution of the 
society functions. The basic needs of capitalist class who own the means of 
production in a society, fundamentally control the means of power as well as 
means of culture in a particular society. The need of this minority class decides 
the types of urban settlements, quality of social processes generated in urban 
life, various types of institutions emerging in urban areas and the types of 
social problems which will prevail there in. He emphasizes that the problems of 
urbanization will be different in a society founded on one system of property 
relations from the problem of urbanization in another and a different society 
based on another system of property relations. Desai says that for a 
comprehensive understanding of the problem of urbanization, there is need to 
understand the society's system of property relations. 
D. Narain (1960)^ ^ in his study "Urbanization and Some Social 
Problems" makes a distinction between the existence of cities and urbanization 
as a dynamic force in a society. He considers that real history of urbanization 
begins fi-om 1800 AD. Europe and America underwent the most profound 
changes known in history and emerged as qualitatively new societies, they also 
influenced urbanization in Asia. On the contrary, urbanization in Asian 
countries is an outgrowth of colonialism and the process in now subjected to 
central plaiming and governmental intervention as against its operation through 
the free market in Europe. Asia is less urbanized than any continent, excluding 
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Africa. Due to certain peculiarities of Asian cities, many of the characteristics 
of the great cities of Asia and South-East Asia are at variance with the pattern 
observed in the West. Therefore, in spite of their large size, high density and 
heterogeneous population, characteristic of the urban environment in Asia have 
not produced basic changes in interpersonal relations, the nature of social 
institution as in their western context. These are the problem of a nation, which 
are arising from its low productivity and mass poverty. 
Ashish Bose in his book "Urbanization in India: An Inventory of 
Source" (1970)^ ^ studied the hidia's urbanization and problem of urbanization. 
According to him, urbanization is an integral aspect of the process of social and 
economic development. The United Nation and the specialized Agencies have 
played an leading role in sponsoring urban studies. A seminar on urbanization 
in the ECAFE Region was held at Bangkok in 1956. This seminar paid special 
attention to the serious problems created by urbanization in Asian countries and 
emphasised the need for finding 'solutions which would mitigate the problems 
of urbanization. 
The social problems of urbanization in underdeveloped countries were 
highlighted in the United Nation Report on the "World Social Situation" 
published in 1957. The report emphasised the process of urbanization is today 
but part of a larger process of economic and social change which is affecting 
the country side as well. A more basic problem of urbanization is likely to be 
passed by the accelerating rates of population growth that the so-called 
phenomena of rural over population pushing out millions of people to the 
cities. 
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According to Victor, S. D'Souza in his article, "Urbanization As a 
Perspective for Social and Historical Analysis in Developing Societies" 
(1972)^ ^ urbanization has been one of the major forces of change in society, 
especially in the recent time. When it is coupled with industrialization, it brings 
about large scale and fundamental changes in the society. Today society faces 
many problems from the urbanization. He discusses the problematic issues of 
urbanization, which are manifested due to the redistribution of population in 
rural-urban relationships. Mainly, these problems occur because of uneven 
urbanization within the country and within the region, limited influence of 
generative city on its periphery, and wide disparity between socio-economic 
conditions and socio-cultural composition of people in rural and urban areas 
which leads to social tensions. 
D'Souza says that no doubt, in case of polarization of different segments 
of the rural urban population, social, economic, political and historical causes 
play an important role but it is brought about through population redistribution, 
which is mainly the consequence of urbanization. Therefore, urbanization can 
be employed as a perspective for social and historical analysis. An example is 
Punjab, where, he find that in general the Sikhs who form the majority in the 
region are over-represented in the village, while the Hindus, who are in 
minority, are grossly over-represented in towns of the state. This is a special 
feature of Punjab that the major part of population as well as elite in villages 
and in the towns belong to a different religious categories. It is for this reason 
that the economic rivalries between the rural and urban elite are being 
expressed in the religious and communal idioms. In the state of Haryana with 
predominantly a mono-religious composition of population, the same 
consequences of urbanization have expressed themselves mostly in the form of 
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the political idiom, with every political party in Haryana deriving its major 
support from specific ethnic groups. 
Ramachandran and Srivastava published an Article on "The Rural-
Urban Fringe: A Conceptual Frame For the Study of Transformation of 
Rural-Urban Fringe with Particular Reference to Delhi" (1974)^^ 
According to Ramachandran and Srivastava, the interaction between the 
city and the countryside enhanced by the growing transportation services is 
contributing to greater adjustment while creating new kinds of conflict. The> 
have suggested a stage model of rural-urban fringe sequence in which every 
village has to undergo six stages of fransformation until - it becomes a part of 
the city. They studied rural urban transformation in Delhi. 
They concluded Delhi shows contrasting features of life and this has 
impact villages making it more urbanized. The rural-urban fringe is very well 
developed around the metropolitan city of Delhi and has atfracted sufficient 
attention from the planners. 
Bala Raj studied the urbanization in India during 20"' century in 
"Trends in Urbanization in India" 1901-1981"^°. According to him, the 
evolution of urbanization over time is describe using data from Indian 
censuses. Regional variations and their causes are considered for each decade. 
The relationship between the size and growth rate of town is analyzed from a 
spatial perspective. He also compares urbanization trends before and after 
independence in 1947. Some comparisons with other developing countries are 
also attempted. 
According to Das Gupta, Biplab in his paper "Urbanization and 
Rural Change in West Bengal" (1987)^', the distinctive characteristics of 
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urbanization in the Indian state of west Bengal are compared with those of 
other Indian states. The author suggests that the region's urbanization patterns, 
involving the predominance of the primary city, are due to differing land tenure 
systems, colonial economic policies and economic development trends since 
independence. This paper deals with defmitional and conceptual problems 
relating to various types of urban areas, and presents a historical account of the 
evolution of present pattern of urbanization, impact of urbanization on urban 
areas. 
At last he puts forward a particular strategy for urbanization, which 
emphasizes decentralized urban growth with a rural faces. 
Ramachandran has a mixture of intention in his book on 
"Urbanization and Urban System in India" (1992)". First, he wishes to 
write an Indian point of view in order to correct imbalances, which arise from a 
western dominated literature. Ramachandran writing is full of Indian statistics 
and application of urban geographical principles to India's history of urban 
development. Second, the author has something of a mission calling for studies 
which address current urban problems in India, including the proliferation of 
slums, the inadequacy of city transport, inflated land values, deficiencies in 
infrastructure and the unequal spatial disfribution of urban services. 
The scope and content of the book gives exposition and evaluation on 
the general study of urbanization, the long 500 years of urbanization in India, 
and the conventional geographers' concerns with patterns of settlement. 
Ramachandran has extensive discussions of criteria for defining urban places, 
of the theory of systems approaches to urban hierarchy in geographical space 
and the nature of city-region relationships. He has dealing with policy of 
urbanization. India has a unequally long and varied 5000 year history of 
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invasions and successions of cultures and peoples with their contrasting 
expression of urban development. 
Ramachandran is ready to accept such things as green belts, planning to 
achieve constrained, sizes of urban areas and so on. 
Amitabh Kundu published an article on "Pattern of Urbanization 
with Special Reference to Small and Medium Towns in India" (1994)^^ 
According to him. Urban growth across the size categories presents some 
interesting features. Till the nineties, class-I cities in developed states grew at a 
faster rate as compared to small and medium towns. Whereas in the less 
developed states, small and medium towns grew at similar or higher rate than 
that of class-I cities. This pattern changed in the nineties. Many of the less 
developed states like Assam, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Orissa and Rajasthan 
experienced high urban growth in their class-I cities as compared to smaller 
towns. Cities with million-plus population registered a higher grovrth rate than 
the over all growth of all the class-I cities. During 1981-91 recorded 2.96% 
growth while in 1991-2001 growth rate of 2.76% was recorded. During the 
same period, million plus cities grew at the rate of 3.25% and 2.88% 
respectively. 
According to Vahid Karimi and Anuj Kumar Singh in his article 
"Impact of IT-Park on Urbanization - A Case Study: Pane" (2000)^^ 
Urbanization is the expansion of a city or metropolitan area, where the 
proportion of total population or area in urban localities increases over a period 
of time. Urbanization takes place when people migrate from rural areas to the 
cities in search for jobs and better living conditions. The process of 
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urbanization is important because this process can centralize better amenities at 
a specific place and a large population can get maximum benefit out of it. 
The present case study is focused on the impact of IT-parks in the 
process of urbanization at the city of Pune. Pune has established itself as the 
"Academic Corridor of India", in the present scenario. It is also emerging as an 
"InfoTech Hub". Close proximity to the economic capital of the country, i.e., 
Mumbai, and rapid improving infrastructure along with the enchanting climate 
are the factors which has made Pune the most sought after commercial 
destination in the country. Nasscom has ranked Pune out of the 10 information 
technology destinations in India. There are approximately 75 software 
companies at different IT parks in Pune. Some of the big names of IT Parks are 
Pune IT-Park, Pune Software Park, Magarpatta Cybercity Kharadi Knowledge 
Park and Software Technology Park at Talewadi. In the present paper the tvv'o 
issues are discussed here. 
> Are the IT-parks actually effecting the process of urbanization in the city 
of Pune? 
> If it really effects urbanization then how to quantify it? 
Both the issues have been discussed in a geospatial environment. 
According to Shetty, P., in his study, "Nutrition Transition in India" 
(2002) . the primary objective of this review is to examine the demographic 
and nutrition transition in India in relation to its contribution to the emerging 
epidemic of chronic non-communicable disease in this country. India, the 
country as a whole and its different states with a population exceeding one 
billion in 2001. The review examine demographic changes in the population 
with consequent effects on the population pyramid, the rapidity and rates of 
urbanization with striking variations in chronic disease patterns and the trends 
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in obesity between rural and urban communities, attempting to relate their 
prevalence with the diet and life style changes accompanying them. The results 
indicate that the demographic changes, rate of urbanization and changes in 
dietary patterns are contributing to the changing trends in chronic disease in 
India. 
There is clear evidence of a demographic epidemiological and nutrition 
transition in India that is the epidemic of chronic disease and obesity 
particularly in the urban area. 
According to Victor S. D'Souza, in his book, "Urbanization in India: 
Sociological Contributions" (2003)^ ^ said, the later half of the 20"" century has 
witnessed unprecedented urbanization throughout the world, especially in 
developing countries. Even though India currently has the second largest urban 
population in the world, it is still one of the least urbanized country. In the last 
fifty years, the process of urbanization in India has ushered in numerous 
changes unlike those witnessed during earlier periods both in-terms of degree 
and quality. In this book D'Souza looks at various aspects of h^e urbanization 
phenomenon in India, including-
> The folk -urban continuum 
> Social stratification 
> Neighborhood and family 
> Slum dwellers and migrants 
He discusses the various perspectives through which urbanization can be 
understood more comprehensively and how caste and class behaviour are 
modified in an urban setting. D'Souza also looks that how society adapts to 
both urbanization and industrialization (for instance, the influx of migrants). 
Focusing on the complex and increasingly important socio-economic process 
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of urbanization, this book offers significant hypothesis for further exploration, 
while highlighting the emerging problem. 
Because of its uncommonly long history, Indian urbanization reflects the 
ancient, medieval and modem characteristics in its culture and social structure. 
The sociological studies included in this volume, on the change and continuity 
of urban society in hidia. 
According to G.V. Josh! and Norbert Lobe, in their book "Rural 
Urban Migration and Rural Unemployment in India" (2003)^\ human 
beings migrate because they are living with experiences and aspirations. There 
is no dispute regarding the fact that rural to urban migration is a component of 
population change. Its impact is felt in the region where both push and pull 
factors operate with varying intensity. We can visuable the possibility of 
positive effects of rural to urban migration overtaking negative effects in a 
specific regional context. 
Rural unemployment is one of the burning problems that India has been 
facing today. Its severity has increased in the period following the new 
economic reforms. It is more about Indian rural problems in general and rural 
to urban migration in particular. This interesting study highlights the variations 
in the extent rural to urban migration at the national, state and district level. 
^mitabh Kundu published an article on "Impact of Neo-Liberal 
Paradigm on Urban Dynamic in India" in 2003^ .^ According to him, there 
has been change in the pattern of urban growth. The urban growth rate from 
1951 to 1991 was generally high in relatively less developed states - Bihar, 
MP, Orissa, Rajasthan and UP. The relatively better developed states like 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal experienced low urban growth. The 
developed state like Gujarat, Haryana and Maharastra recorded high or medium 
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growth. There was a significant departure of this pattern in nineties from the 
earlier decades as the developed states registered. Urban growth above the 
national average while the less developed states experienced growth either 
below or equal to the country's growth rate. Thus, urbanization during the 
nineties is characterized by concentration of population in developed regions or 
large cities. 
According to Sivaramakrishnan and B.N. Singh, in their study 
"Urbanization" (2004)^ ^ said that migration is not the principal factor in urban 
growth. During the period 1991-2001, natural increase accounted for 59.4% of 
urban growth, migration accounted for 21.0% and reclassification of new 
towns, 19.6%. In the case of some large cities, for certain period of time, 
migration was a major factor. For instance, between 1981 and 1991, migration 
increased in the case of Mumbai, Delhi and Hyderabad, but as a component of 
city's growth, its share declined. However in the case of Bangalore, the 
proportion increased slightly. It is therefore worthy of note that the common 
notion that migration largely full urban growth is only partially correct. 
Prakash Roshni published her article "Urbanization in Sikkim" in 
2005'^ °. Accordmg to her, the process of urbanization has a beginning and an 
end. The urbanization process denotes an increase in the proportion of fraction 
of population which is turban. She studied Sikkim state, in Sikkim, urbanization 
is a recent phenomenon and the level of urbanization is low. The process of 
urbanization has just started. In Sikkim, it is an effect of economic, social, 
migrational pattern and even an effect of political change. The process of 
urbanization is not only desirable but essential for economic growth and social 
change. It is the beginning of economic development of the tiny Himalayan 
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State. Thus, the process of economic growth of the state has begun and will 
lead to a further rise in the level of urbanization in the state. 
Shivaramakrishan, K.C. Amitabh, Kundu and B.N. Singh studied 
the urbanization: their trends and process in their book, "Handbook of 
Urbanization in India: An Analysis of Trends and Process" (2005)'*°. 
They studied urban settlements by comparative method. In this book, for 
the first time comprehensively analysis urbanization trends in India using the 
2001 Census data. It looks at definitional problems in the identification of 
urban settlements for comparative analysis. The realistic quantification of 
migration, its share of urban growth in large cities, the role of small and 
medium towns, and growth of large urban agglomerations are also considered. 
They studied 17 major states across India, the study takes into account 
regional dimensions both at state and district level as well as urban population 
growth across states. Micro level perspectives are included by bringing in 
district level analysis of two developed states- Maharashtra and Punjab, and 
two relativity backward states - Rajasthan and Bihar, The study analysis-
> The extent, patterns and trends as well as socio-economic and spat-^ 1 
characteristics of urbanization. 
> Interdependencies between urbanization and available infi"astructural 
facilities. 
> Trends of rural-urban migration and its relationship with employment 
situation. 
> Globalization and lopsided urban growth. 
Debjani Ghose and V.N.P. Sinha published an article "Rural-Urban 
Migration and Urban Development in Patna" in 2005'* .^ According to them, 
migration phenomenon has been playing important role in development. It is a 
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spatial movement of the people from the place of origin to the place of 
destination in order to get better job opportunities and enhance social status and 
economic condition. 
Specially, in our country, in less developed area like Bihar, migration 
has been generally regarded as a very important factor of population 
redistribution for economic advancement. Patna which is the capital of Bihar, 
one of the most ancient city of India. Industry occupies a negligible role in the 
functional characteristics of Patna Urban Agglomeration. There are some 
industrial units in Patna MC like Bata Shoe Factory, Digha Industrial Estate, 
Biscuit Factory in Patna city etc. 
The city of Patna has experienced tremendous growth in the last century. 
From a mearge population of 1.34 lakh, the population of Patna has increased 
to 9.56 lakh in 1991 and 14.42 lakh in 2001. The density of population is quite 
high in Patna Municipal Corporation (9436 persons per sq. km. in 1991 while 
in 2001 it was 10,800 persons per sq. km.). 
TabIe-1.3: Rural-Urban Migrants on the Basis of Occupational Division 
Occupational Division 
Total migrants 
Cultivators 
Agricultural labourers 
Household industries 
Professional, technical and related workers 
Administrative, executive 
Clerical and related workers 
Sales workers 
Service workers 
Farmers, fisherman, hunter, loggers 
Production and related workers 
Not classified 
Total 
35773 
1423 
4399 
1740 
6648 
2265 
7361 
3297 
3769 
253 
3853 
765 
Male 
29125 
1173 
2030 
1330 
4766 
2188 
7002 
3067 
3226 
223 
3477 
643 
100 
4.03 
6.97 
4.57 
16.36 
7.51 
24.04 
10.53 
11.08 
0.77 
11.94 
2.21 
Female 
6648 
250 
2369 
410 
1882 
77 
359 
230 
543 
30 
376 
122 
100 
3.76 
35.63 
410 
28.31 
1.16 
5.40 
3.46 
8.17 
0.45 
5.66 
1.84 
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Migration is a third factor for increase in population. Above table has 
been classified the rural-urban migrants on the basis of occupational divisions. 
Most of the male migrants from rural areas to urban areas are related to tertiary 
works like clerical and related works (24.04%), followed by professional, 
technical and related works (16%), service workers (11.08%). While secondary 
workers like production and related workers are only 12% of total rural-urban 
migrants. 
Insecurity in village life, reduced demand for agricultural labour, the 
changing economic structure of rural settlement, social and other deficiencies 
at the local or community level, lack of higher educational opportunity in 
villages, lack of employment opportunities have acted as a push factor for 
constant immigration to Patna from nearby villages. Rural to urban migration 
has significant impact on the economic, social and political development of 
Patna. The younger, more resourceful, more skilled enterprising section of the 
population migrate, they help to production level by working hard in any 
industries. They migrate to improve their economic status by getting high 
salaried job, establishing industries, involving themselves in highly profitable 
business and developing agriculture. About 15 percent of the total male 
migrants move from their rural households, with the aspiration of higher 
education to get a white collar job or become a professional. Rural-urban 
migration has brought considerable change in demographic structure Sex-ratio 
has decreased because of the majority of migrants are male. Population density 
is increasing vigorously due to constant influx of population from rural areas. 
In Patna rural-urban migration has remarkable impact on growth of 
population, sex ratio, age-sex pyramid, occupational structure, fertility and 
mortality of people. 
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Om Prakash Mathur studied effects and implications of globalization 
and liberalization on India's urban system in his book "Globalization and 
Urban Development" in 2005'* .^ According to him, the implication of India's 
post - 1991 liberalization and globalization on the national urban system, 
globalization not only resulted in rapid economic growth but affected cities in 
different ways, primarily by the growth of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). 
The urban population distribution in India reflects the absence of primacy. In 
fact, the million plus cities grew more slowly in the 1990s in an era of lower 
population growth. The macro-economic reforms and globalization have forced 
many policy changes at the city level, private sector involvement in 
infrastructure, development and management, allowing city access to capital 
markets and setting up Central Government Funding Programme to promote 
urban structural change. The scale of FDI is low compared with other Asian 
countries, the direct impacts were geographically concentrated in six larger 
cities, globalization has not accelerated urban growth, only a few economic 
sectors have been impacted and most obvious changes have been in the built 
environment (example, new buildings) and spatial structure. 
According to Pranati Datta, in his article "Urbanization in India" 
(2006),'*'' urbanization is an index of transformation from traditional rural 
economies to modem industrial one. It is a long term process. This paper 
endeavors to illuminate on the process of urbanization in India over a century 
with emphasis on level, tempo of urbanization and urban morphology using 
Indian Census data during 1901-2001. At the moment, India is among the 
countries of low level of urbanization. Number of urban agglomeration town 
has grown from 1827 in 1901 to 5161 in 2001. Number of population residing 
in urban areas has increased from 2.58 crores in 1901 to 28.53 crore in 2001. 
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Only 28% of population was living in urban areas as per 2001 census. On the 
contrary the concentration of population in medium and small towns either 
fluctuated or declined. The graduation of number of urban centers from rural 
population size categories to Class I cities have resulted top heavy structure of 
urban population in India. India's urbanization is often termed as over-
urbanization, pseudo-urbanization. The big cities attained inordinately large 
population size leading to virtual collapse in the urban services and followed by 
basic problems in the field of housing, slum, water, infrastructure, quality of 
life etc. Urbanization is a product of demographic explosion and poverty 
induced rural-urban migration. It is occurring due to rural push but not due to 
urban pull. 
Globalization, liberalization, privatization are addressing negative 
process for urbanization in India. Policy relates to paper, urban planning where 
city planning will consist of operational, developmental and restorative 
planning. 
Dr. Kusum Lata published an article on "GIS Based Monitoring 
System for Urban Water Supply System" (2006)''^ According to her, the 
world is becoming more and more urban with passage of each century. India is 
no exception to this phenomenon. Large cities growth is a striking feature of 
India's urbanization. Apart from being considered as the engines of growth, 
large cities are generating a number of serious environmental, organizational 
and social problems at local and regional levels. Growth of urban areas has 
been so rapid and uncontrolled that urban planning and investment in 
infrastructure has proved to be insufficient. The lopsided planning of urban 
development needs to be re-oriented with a regular monitoring and review 
mechanism to insure, that the perspective. Urban development would have an 
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immediate and visible impact on local economy, environment and quality of 
life of citizens. The increasing pace of urbanization all over the world and 
issues arising there of point to the need of "Monitoring the Metros and Class-I 
Cities". 
The review of the literature and practices being followed (monitoring of 
individual projects and programme) reveal that no constructive result oriented 
approach has been made for monitoring of urban development at city level 
physical infrastructure "Water Supply System" (safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation) the most important parameter has emerged for the purposes of 
designing, developing and application of monitoring system. 
Amitabh Kundu published an article on "The Future of India's 
Cities" in 2007."*^  In reviewing demographic trend and economic patems in 
India, A. Kundu argues that recent levels of exponential urban growth may be 
set to change as the country's major cities experienced profound levels of 
social and economic change. Since 1980 there has been a discernible shift in 
urban development in India. The analysis of current development dynamics and 
their impact on urban system suggest that the process of urbanization is 
unlikely to increase sharply over the next few decades. This is partly due to a 
declme in the natural growth of the population and partly to slower rates of 
rural to urban migration. The decline in demographic growth in small and 
medium towns is likely to be more marked than in larger cities like Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and Bangalore. 
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(viii) Methodology 
The study, 'Urbanization in Post-Independent India" is based on the 
secondary sources. Review of Books articles the other available literature has 
been the main source of information. The Present study will explore and 
achieve the following objectives: 
> To understand the concept, characteristics and consequence of 
urbanization. 
> To analyse the historical background of urbanization. 
> To understand the trends and level of urbanization in post-independent 
India. 
> To find out the economic and spatial implication of urban growth in 
India. 
> To understand the rural-urban migration and urbanization in India. 
> To examine the impact of globalization over urbanization in India. 
Concluding Remarks 
Urbanization is a world wide process. It exercises a growing influence 
on all aspects of society's life affecting the nature of economic development 
and demographic, ethnic and many other social process. It means breakdowns 
of traditional social institution and values. The level of education, nature of 
occupation and the level of income are now major indicator of one's 
achievement in an urban setup. Joint family is changing in nuclear family and 
religion is become highly secularized. Urbanization has altered the structure of 
joint family as a result of occupational diversification. The traditional family's 
norms are relaxed and interpersonal relationships have become more formal. 
Social life in urban setting faces isolation due to diminishing kinship 
obligations. The quality of human relationships tend to become more formal 
and impersonal. 
These are enough to support the observation that the urban way of life is 
different. 
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CHAPTER-2 
URBANIZATION IN INDIA 
i) Urbanization in Pre-Independence Period 
ii) Urbanization in Post-Independence Period 
CHAPTER-2 
URBANIZATION IN INDIA 
Urbanization is a universal process implying social change. The story of 
urbanization in India, in historical times is a story of spatial and temporal 
discontinuities. The earliest urban developments or urbanization were confined 
to the Indus Valley and the adjoining parts of Rajasthan, Punjab and Western 
Utter Pradesh. During much of historical period, wast parts of the country were 
untouched or only partly, affected by urbanization. Spatial discontinuities in 
urbanization continue to be an important aspect even in modem India. The 
urbanization process diffused to other parts of the countr>' under the ancient, 
medieval and modem period of Indian history. In the ancient period, it was 
synonymous with the origin and rise of civilization. In the medieval period, 
from ancient to British period, urbanization was related to the rise and fall of 
kingdoms, dynasties and empires and thus in effect. Urbanization, during this 
period was essentially a political process. In modem period, this has been 
associated with industrialization and economic development across the country, 
with cities seen as centers for flow of goods people, finance, information etc. 
Urbanization has been relatively slow over the past forty or fifty years as 
compared with many other developing countries.' The Indian subcontinent 
shares a long history of urbanization with Mesopotamia and the Nile Valley. 
The first phase of urbanization is the Indus valley which associated with 
Harappan Civilization dating back to 2350 B.C. The cities of this civilization 
flourished over a period of more than 600 years up to about 1700 B.C., and this 
was followed by a prolonged period of over a thousand years in which we have 
no evidence of urban development. From around 600 B.C. the towns and cities 
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associated with the two major cultural streams of India, namely the Aryan 
civilization of the North and Dravidian civilization of the south. From this 
period onwards for about 2500 years, India had more or less continuous history 
of urbanization. Urbanization on a subdued scale flourished in Northern India 
under the influence of Muslim ruler, who came to India from Afghanistan 
around 1200 A.D. Islamic Invasions from Central Asia between the lO'*' and 
15"^  centuries A.D. brought most of northern India under the rule at first of the 
Delhi Sultanate and later of the Mughals, when many of India's cities were 
established. The British came to India at a time when India was perhaps the 
most urbanized nation in the world. The post-independence period has 
witnessed urbanization in India on a scale never before achieved. 
Some of the important features of Indian urbanization are as under: 
> India has long history of urbanization going back to 2500 B.C, when a 
number of urban communities flourished in Indus Valley. 
> Urbanization in India during the present century was associated with a 
particular theme in each decades. 1901-11 famine plaque, 1911-21 
influenza, epidemic, 1921-31 agricultural depression, 1931-41 war. 1941-
51 partition, 1951-61 plarmed development, 1961-71 emergence of new 
urbanization in backward areas and concentrated urban development near 
the big cities, 1971-81 decentralized urban growth, and 1981-91 
decelerated rural-urban migration and declining rate of natural increase. 
> The Indian urbanization is of subsistence nature. It implies that the 
migrants from rural areas are attracted to the urban centers not for urban 
environment but for employment. They may be eating worse food or may 
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be living in worse house but they stick to the cities for a job. This affect 
badly the quality of urban life in India. 
> The Indian urbanization has poly-metropolitan apex in with the million 
cities dominate the entire urban scene accounting for one-third of India's 
total urban population. There are as many as 35 cities in India claiming a 
million- city status. These included Calcutta, Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai. 
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Kanpur, Pune, Nagpur, Lucknow, 
Jaipur etc. 
> The big cities of India are exploding in their population while the small 
are stagnating. In 1901, 48.8% of the country's urban population lived in 
towns having a population of less than 20,000. In 1991, only 10.66% 
percent of country's urban population lived in such towns, which 
numbered 2045. On the other hand, the share of the cities in the country's 
total urban population increased from 23 % in 1901 to over 38 % in 2001. 
> The Indian urban system is not integrated both functionally and spatially 
as a consequence of which there are breaks and imbalances in urban 
hierarchy as well as in the rural-urban profile. The apex of the urban 
system in India is lopsided, the urban base in rural area is substandard and 
the intermediary link through the market towns are weak. 
> The Indian towns are growing more on the basis of tertiary sector rather 
than on the basis of secondary sector. However, the growth of district 
headquarters in the recent decades have built-up an infrastructure of 
large-scale urbanization based on higher degree of industrialization. 
> Western India is more urbanized than eastern India and southern India is 
more urbanized than northern India. The explanation for the same lies 
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greatly in the diversity of resource potential and the history of modem 
urbanization in different parts of India. 
(i) Urbanization in Pre-Independence Period 
(a) Urbanization in Ancient Period 
Urbanization in ancient India had two distinct phases. The Harappan 
cities which emerged.in the middle of S'** millennium B.C. collapsed after about 
600 years, without lea\ing any surviving urban centre. During the intervening 
period some of the Harappan cultural elements were sustained by the 
successive culmral groups. It should be admitted that the first urbanization 
made very little contribution to the re-emergence of urbanism in India in the 
early historical period. The second phase of urbanization emerged and 
flourished in an altogether new socio-economic milieu generated by the wide 
spread use of iron technology and its extension to the field of production. The 
Harappan cities had a weak technological base. The second urbanization never 
reached a breaking point of the Harappan type and n;aintained continuity 
unlike its predecessor. 
The beginnings of urbanization in the India go back 2350 B.C. to the 
Indus Valley region. There is ample archiological evidence of Paleolithic and 
Neolithic settlements in northern, central and southern India and in the border 
regions of Afghanistan and Baluchistan in all these areas. The practice of 
agriculture and the domestication of animals were clearly in evidence. The 
variety and range of tools used by these village people show progressive 
improvement particularly in terms of the materials out of which they were 
made. Thus, stone implements gave way to copper and later to bronze 
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implements. It is at this stage of cultural and technological development that 
the larger village settlements showed distinct urban attributes. 
The origin of the earliest cities is based entirely on archaeological 
evidence. From this evidence, we have a fairly thorough understanding of the 
physical aspects of city development, such as the spatial extent of the city, the 
layout of their streets, the types of structures and dwellings, and the materials 
of which they were made, the techniques of production and the artistry of its 
appearance, of tools made of stone and metals, and of articles such as clothing, 
food grains and the various types of domesticated animals. The indigenous 
urban tradition has been asserted that India received the idea of city life from 
Mesopotamia where it was well established in the 3"^ millennium B.C. The 
civilization in Mesopotamia and in the Harappon cities are the same these 
includes wheel turned pottery, the art of writing, the location of urban 
settlements on the bank of rivers, the practice of agriculture and so on. The 
Hrappan culture had all the attributes of a fully developed urban society 
supported by rural villages around the larger urban centers. The city proper 
supported a class of non-farmers. The two cities Mohanjodaro and Harappa 
represent the climax of urban development attained in Harappan culture. 
Lothal was the third major city. The other towns and cities were Kalibangan, 
Banwali, Surkotada, Rojdi, Rangpur. These towns are located in India. The two 
most important cities Mohanjodaro and Harappa consisted of two component 
parts.'^  
> A citadel, built on high ground and always located on the western side of 
the city. The citadel was the real capital where the rulers of the Harappan 
people resided. Within citadel, there were structures with large halls and 
palatial residences for the nobles and high priests. 
47 
> A lower city, where the vast majority of the population lived. It was built 
on a grid iron pattern where the streets were aligned east-west and north -
south. A three level hierarchy of streets is observed, the largest streets 
being 14 meters wide and the smallest around three meters wide. The city 
had a separate storm water drainage system. All the residential structures 
were built with fired bricks of uniform size indicating standardization; a 
fundamental principle in the mass production of bricks. Individual houses 
also had baths and privies, thus providing basic urban amenities. 
The two cities extended over an approximate area of more than two 
square kilometers and had an estimated population of around 30,000 persons. 
Mohanjodaro was the older and larger of the two cities. Lothal was emerged as 
a major trading part under the influence of Harappan culture. It was also a 
centre of industry, as indicated by the presence of a variety of items like ivory 
objects, cotton-goods, objects used in warfare such as daggers, spearheads and 
so on. Among the smaller towns Kalibangan had a typical Harappan city 
structure with lower and upper city areas, a grid pattern of streets without 
drains and buildings of inferior quality, indicating both a lower status of the 
town as well as a declining phase of urbanization. Thus, the Harappan towns 
and cities revealed variations in forms, structures and functions. 
The Harappan Empire encompassed a few large cities, a number of 
smaller towns and a very large number of rural villages. The villages and the 
cities shared a common culture in terms of language, religion, customs and 
beliefs. The city provided the leadership at the cultural, political and economic 
level. The emergence of the earliest cities generated a "little tradition" based on 
conmion belief and mythology, which unified rural and urban society. This city 
was literate because the art of writing was known and records of various 
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transactions between the country and the city were maintained. Thus, the 
relationship between the city and country encompassed all aspects of life-
cultural, political and economic. The Harappan cities flourished during the 
period 2400 B.C. to about 1900 B.C. Till about 1700 B.C, the urban 
settlements became smaller and their general condition deteriorated. The 
Harappan culture was ultimately destroyed by nature or by man, it undoubtedly 
came to an end by about 1800 B.C and the decline of this civilization also 
included a breakdown of urban society in India and of the use of distinctively 
urban traits. 
The second phase of urbanization in India began around 600 B.C. This 
phase were related to Aryans in the North and the Dravidians in the south. 
These parallel and independent urban developments were later culturally 
interlinked by large-scale migration of Aryan people to southern India. Thus, 
during the later historical periods the cities of the north and the south were 
intimately tied to each other through cultural and economic interaction. This 
phase of urbanization is in many ways more important because from this time 
onwards, urbanization became a permanent feature of the Indian landscape. 
The oldest existing cities in India-Varanasi and Patna in the North and 
Madurai and Kancheepuram in the south, originated around 500 BC and are 
symbolic of India's long urban heritage. This period may be divided into three 
parts consisting of the Post-Vadic period, the Mauryan period and the Post-
Mauryan period. 
The emergence of cities in the Post-Vadic period is attributed to 
economic forces. The Aryans were essentially an iron-age people, while the 
Harappan were unaware from the iron. Iron was used for making axes, saws 
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and agricultural implements. The use of iron was important in many ways for 
setting the stage for urbanization 
First, the use of iron was of vital importance in widening the area of settlement. 
Secondly, the use of iron ploughs and draught animals, mainly oxen, helped to 
generate a large surplus of food, which contributed to the emergence of cities. 
Thirdly, iron was important in the manufacture of horse-driven chariots for 
welfare and ox-driven carts for transportation. 
These also contributed to the increased mobility of the population and 
helped trade and commerce, a basic economic factor leading to urbanization. •^  
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In Mauryan Period, city is described as having insurmountable walls, 
deep moats, wide streets, large gates, sky-rocketing mansions, busy markets, 
parks and lakes. The archeological excavations provide for more convincing 
evidence of urbanization during this period. This period also witnessed the 
introduction of aspects of Greek architecture and scientific knowledge in 
India's urban land scape. From the Post-Vadic period to the Mauryan period, 
this is a major eastward shift in the position of the Indian cultural heartland. 
The smaller Janapadas gave way to the Mahajanapadas around 600 B.C, 
which gave rise to the Magadhan empire around 300 BC. The growth of 
Janapadas and empires encouraged urbanization. The cities increased in 
number, size and the complexity of their internal structure and functions. The 
complexity of urbanization during the Mauryan period was indicated by the 
presence of different types of towns and capitals or administrative city. The 
more important categories of towns were Rajadhaniya, Nagara, Sthaniya 
Nagar, Kharvata, Kheta, Putabhedana, Nigama, Pattana and Dronamukha. 
The first four types were administrative towns at four hierarchical levels, the 
Rajadhaniya being the capital city and the largest of aU cities. The Sthaniya 
Nagar was the capital of a Janapada which had the status of a province within 
an empire. The kharvata was the focal point of about 200 villages, the Kheta 
was small town and it was located in a hostile territory with in the empire. The 
last four types referred to commercial cities, the Putabhedana was large 
commercial centre specializing in wholesale trade. The Nigama was an 
ordinary market centre, the Pattana was a coastal trading town, and the 
Dronamukha was located at the river and served as a port city. The cities were 
all walled cities, rectangular or squire, with four gates one in the centre of each 
side. The city was surrounded by moats and walls.'* According to Kautilya, a 
capital city should have three royal highways in the east-west direction and 
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three in the north-south direction, dividing the city into 16 sectors. Each sector 
having a specific type of land use. The city's internal structure had acquired 
great variety and complexity. The city showed distinct level of segregation in 
terms of occupations. Brahmanas, Kshatriyas and Vaishyas lived in separate 
sectors of the city. The Brahmanas and Kshatriya lived in better areas of the 
city which were located in the north and north-east. The Vaishyas lived in the 
southern part of the city, while the Sudras lived in the western part of the city 
and comprised the bulk of the artisan class. This section was also the industrial 
area of the city. 
According to Megasthenes, the city was ruled by a committee of 30 
members, subdivided in six committees of five members each.^  
> Factories 
> Foreigners 
> Birth and deaths 
> Markets, weights and measures 
> Inspection of manufactured goods 
> Sales tax 
These functions were performed by adhyakshas or superintendents 
- appointed by the rulers. The city's legal system consisted of courts at three 
levels the locality, the caste and the clan level. 
The Mauryan city was also a centre of the manufacturing. Each specific 
industry was allotted a certain area with in the city. The urban society of this 
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period was stratified more or loss along the lines of the rural society. The major 
segments of the urban society were-
> The king and his higher administrative and military officials 
> Priests 
> The lower administrative and officials 
> Independent professionals, such as physicians, scribes, accountants and 
teachers 
> The mercantile community 
> Artisans and craftsmen 
> Public entertainers, such as musicians, dancers, actors and prostitutes 
> Persons performing a variety of services, such as dhobis, barbers and 
domestic servants 
From the Post-Mauryan Period around the 5"^  century A.D, cities and 
the urban way of life begnn to decline. The reasons for the decline of urban 
centre in this period were many and varied-
> The frequent recurrence of natural calamities such as famines, pestilence, 
fire, flood and earthquakes, took a heavy toll of urban population. 
> Foreign invasions 
> In addition to the foreign invaders, the internecine wars between feudal 
chief also contributed to the destruction of urban places. 
O "^^  
. ^ ^ ^ ^ -
> Many cities in the Mauryan period had emerged directly as a consequence 
of the rise of Buddhism, and with its decline in the post Mauryan period, 
many urban centers also lost their former importance. 
> The prosperity of earlier times was essentially due to a very productive 
agricultural base and the growth of crafts and industries. These had been 
encouraged by kings with the decline of empires and kingdoms, and rise 
of petty feudal chiefs, agriculture and industry become less productive 
and concomitantly urban centers began to decline. 
The second phase of Indian urbanization had largely been confined to 
the North. The southern part of India, which comprises the two states Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala, witnessed an Independent process of urbanization resulting 
in the emergence of a distinctly Dravidian culture. 
The first phase of urbanization in India has resulted in the establishment 
of urban centers as far south as the Narmada river and Tapti and in the Malwa 
plateau. In northern India, there is no continuity between the Harappan phase of 
urbanization and the Dravidian phase of urbanization may be traced to around 
5"^  century. 
The major cities of South India were Puhar the Chola port and coastal 
capital, Uraiyur, the Chola inland capital, Korkai, the Pandya coastal capital, 
Madurai, the Pandya inland capital, Musiri, the Chera port and Vanji or Kariir, 
the Chera inland capital. The south India and Tamil country shows remarkable 
continuity in urban traditions from the S"' century B.C. to the present one. The 
. major factor contributing to this continuity is the near absence of foreign 
invasions which characterize the history of North India. The south was 
protected from the Muslim invasions of the Medieval period and Aryan 
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rth influences penetrated in to the region from as early as the 5 century B.C, the 
south always maintained a cultural identity of its own. 
(b^ Urbanization in Medieval Period 
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The decline of urban centers began in the Post-Mauryan period, which 
continued during the succeeding centuries in northern India and which 
witnessed during this period the political disintegration of the larger empires 
and the emergence of unstable dynastic regimes. Urbanization in North India 
suffered from Muslim Invasions from the North-West. 
Between 600 A.D. and 1000, Urbanization in North India continued to 
make slow progress under the patronage of Petty Hindu kingdoms. The Rajput 
55 
T, n m v e l ; i ^ * ^ 
kings established numerous towns in Marwad, Mewad and Malwa. The palas 
of Bengal contributed to the urbanization of the Ganga delta. 
The slow political disintegration in North India set the stage for Muslim 
invasions from Afghanistan. Al-Baruni and Ibn-Batuta mention nearly fifty 
important cities of importance during this period. Urbanization by this time had 
reached every comer of northern India from Chittagong in the east to Baroda in 
the west and from Srinagar in the north to Dhar in the Malwa plateau. The few 
capital cities established by the Muslim rulers. The two leading urban centers 
of northern India from this time onwards were Delhi and Agra. Other major 
cities in the north during this period were Mathura, Thaneshwar, Allahabad, 
Varanasi, Pataliputra, Gwaliar, Ujjain, Dhar, Somnath, Meeriit, Panipat, 
Broach, Baroda and Srinagar. This period marks a major cultural shift in the 
Indian urban scene. For the first time, the Islamic influence made its distinct 
impact on the urban landscape.^ 
The Mughal period stands out as a second high watermark of 
urbanization in India, the first occurring during the mauryan period. The 
Mughal period saw the revival of older established cities, the addition of a few 
new cities and the building of an impressive array of monumental structures in 
almost every major city of northern India whose urban landscape today bears-
unmistakable testimony to the grandeur of Mughal architecture. The overall 
urban system of this time was dominated by 16 large cities: Agra, Fatehpur-
Sikri, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Cambay, Ellichpur, Burhanpur, Ajmer, Ujjain, 
Mandu, Awadh, Lucknow, Varanasi, Jaunpur, Bihar and Cuttak. Of these, four 
have survived as large cities today: Delhi, Ahmedabad, Lucknow and Varanasi. 
The contribution of the Mughals to urbanization in India cannot be measured 
interms of the number of new cities that they established. Such as Muradabad. 
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On the other hand, the Mughals contributed in a large measure to the revival of 
existing urban centers. 
At the southern fringe of the Mughal empire the rise of Marathas, the 
Brahmani kingdoms and Vijayanagar empire and finally the Nizam of 
Hyderabad stimulated urban growth. Golcunda, Hyderabad, Bijapur and 
Aurangabad were outstanding examples of urban development during this 
period. Pune became the centre of Maratha power and the city developed into a 
metropolis of great cultural and political importance. An integral and major 
aspect of urbanization was the scale and character of the capital cities. The 
capital city was invariably the largest and the most impressive city of the time. 
The capital originally established in Delhi in 1526, shifted to Agra, and then, 
during Akbar's time, an entirely new city was built at Fatehpur Sikri, which 
lasted for barely 15 years. Under Shahjahan the capital returned to Delhi with 
the building of Shahjahanabad. 
Some basic elements characterized the internal structure of cities and 
towns of this period. The first and the most conspicuous element was the palace 
of the king, which was located either on a river bank or on a high ground 
towards one end of the city. The second major element was the mosque, the 
Jama Masjid- which became the cultural focal point of the Muslims residents of 
the city and continues to play the same role even today. The third element was 
the outer wall, defending the city from invaders. Mughal cities had a regular or 
planned network of roads and streets. The internal structure of the Mughal 
cities were haphazard with overlapping residential, commercial and industrial 
landuses. Every city of this period had a market centre. The larger residences 
and buildings of the Mughal cities were built of brick and mortar, which 
constituted the larger part of the city. 
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A major factor contributing to urbanization in the Mughal period was 
the growth of traditional industries, such as textiles and metal work and various 
arts and crafts. In Dacca, Varanasi or Ahmadabad industry was a major urban 
activity and the markets of all the cities were full of goods of high quality. The 
crafts and industries were patronized by rich. The crafts men came from the 
poorer sections of urban society. Industrialization and urbanization proceeded 
simultaneously and generated a large number of small towns in addition to the 
many provincial and administrative capitals of the period. External trade w as 
another major contributing factor in urbanization during this period. A number 
of trade centers emerged, particularly at the periphery of the Mughal Empire. 
The main centers were Combay, Sural Burhanpur, Chittagong and Hooghly 
Combay and Sural were the most important trade centers of this time. 
Burhanpur in Malwa was a major centre of trade between the Mughal empire 
and the kingdoms of the Deccan. Thus, trade and industry contributed 
immeasurably to urbanization during this period. A number of major cities 
grew up in the Deccan like, Golconda, Bijapur, Ahmadnagar, Badami, 
Kolhapur, Pune, Hampi and Hyderabad. A number of these cities continue to 
occupy positions of great importance even today. Hyderabad and Pune are 
million cities, while Ahmadnagar, Bijapur and Kolhapur are all one-lakh 
cities.^ 
(c) Urbanization in the British Period 
The European phase of India's urban history has its beginnings in the 
period during which Mughal supremacy was at its height. The British 
established themselves in Madras in 1639 and Calcutta in 1690. All these 
European settlements continued throughout the Mughal period but without 
having any marked impact on the level of urbanization in India. It is only in the 
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early 19* century that the British established a firm territorial hold in India and 
India came under the British crown in 1858. The course of urbanization after 
1800 in all parts of India was determined by British colonial economic policies 
and social attitude. British period is a period of stagnation and decline of urban 
centers in India. 
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The main reasons for the decline of cities during this period were-
> The lack of interest on the part of the British in the prosperity and 
economic development of India. 
59 
> The ushering in of the industrial revolution in England in the later half of 
the 18"^  century, thus altering the very complexion of urbanization in 
England and in India at a leter stage. 
Around 1800, India had 16 cities with a population of one lakh or more 
and about 1500 towns spread over all parts of the country. The western and 
southern India were comparatively more urbanized while eastern India was the 
least urbanized. The over all level of urbanization in 1800 is estimated to 11 
percent. Varanasi was the largest city in India in 1800 followed by Calcutta, 
Surat, Patna, Madras, Bombay and Delhi had populations of only 1,50,000. 
Among these cities Culcutta. Madras and Bombay were established by the 
British.^ 
The decline of a large number of urban places in India during \9^ 
century was due to the negative attitude of the British towards the traditional 
industries of India, particularly the cotton textile, industry and introduction of 
the network of railroads in India, starting from 1853. On the positive side, the 
railways contributed to growth of the metropolitan cities and some of the major 
towns. The railways also helped in the introduction of modem industry in 
metropolitan cities of Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and Kanpur. In 1901, after a 
centur>' British occupation of India, India's level of urbanization remained at 
around 11 percent. The 19"^  century had witnessed a period of decline of urban 
centers until about 1870, and there after a slow upward growth in the level of 
urbanization. In 1901, India had 25 cities with one lakh or more persons and 69 
cities wath a population of 50,000 or over. In all there were 1914 towns in India 
in 1901. 
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The largely negative impact of the British on the Indian urban scene in 
19"' century had to be viewed in the light of overall impact of British rule over 
the entire period from 1800 to 1947. Urbanization began to show signs of rapid 
growth after 1931. In 1941, the last census before independence, there were 49 
one-lakh cities in India, and in all around 2500 towns. 
The major contribution of the British to the Indian urban scene were-
> The creation of three metropolitan port cities, which emerged as a leading 
colonial cities of the world. 
> The creation of a chain of hill station and introduction of tea and coffee 
plantation. 
> The modification of the urban land-scape of the existing cities with the 
introduction of a) the civil Lines b) the cantonments. 
> The introduction of the railways and modem industry which led to the 
creation of new industrial town ships such as Jamshedpur, Dhanbad and 
so on. 
> The improvements in urban amenities and urban administration. 
These contributions can further be elaborated as following: 
> The Metropolitan Cities 
In the starting of 20'*" century, Calcutta Bombay and Madras had 
become the leading cities of India and also these cities were leading 
administrative, commercial and industrial cities. The city's focal point 
was the central commercial area with European-style buildings, 
representing the bank and headquarters of commercial and industrial 
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houses. In 1911, the capital of the British Indian Empire was shifted to 
Delhi and a new city was built named New Delhi, had a modem 
commercial area. 
> Hill Stations and Plantation Settlements 
The first hill stations were established as early as 1815, and by 1870 
there were 80 hill stations in four different areas in India like Culcutta, 
Delhi, Bombay and Madras. These areas were-
• Simla-Mussoorie-Nainital near Delhi 
• Darjeeling-Shillong near Culcutta 
• Mahabaleshwer in Western Ghats near Bombay 
• Nilgiri-Kodaikanal area in Tamil Nadu 
Today hill stations exist primarily as recreational and tourist centers 
catering mainly to the needs of new urban elite. 
The tea and coffee plantations generated another types of settlement in 
the plains of Assam and in the hill areas oi Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Karnatka. 
The plantation settlements were never very large in size, but had distinct urban 
characteristics in the presence of processing plants, workers residences and 
associated commercial establishments. 
> Civil Lines & Cantonments 
The urban landscape of a large number of Indian towns and cities were 
modified substantially during the British rule. The modification were 
most noticeable at the administrative centers of the British Raj- the 
provincial capitals, the district headquarters, and the tehsil-level 
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administrative centers. The 'Civil Lines' were a new addition to all but 
the smallest administrative centers, while cantonments were built near 
major towns for considerations of security. The civil lines and the 
cantonment existed as adjuncts to the 'native' city to accommodate the 
British civilian and military personnel. The civil and cantonments areas 
invariably had large open spaces, and roads were built according to a 
plan, with the administrative building occupying central position. The 
civil lines area stood apart from the native city, which was overcrowded 
and lacked basic amenities. 
> Railways, and Urbanization 
The introduction of railways in India in the later half of the 19"^  century 
contributed to the emergence of a national network of urban places, in 
which the metropolitan cities formed the primary foci, supported by one-
lakh cities which acted as satellite centers. The railways contributed in 
no small measure to the enlargement of trade and the introduction of 
modem industry and thus indirectly helped the process of urbanization. 
The most direct contribution of the railways to the growth of existing 
cities was the railway station. The cities began to grow in the direction 
of the railway station and even the main market began to shift towards 
this area. The result was haphazard urban growth from the city centre 
towards the railway station. The railway colonies have become an 
integral part of many Indian cities. The enlargement of the railway 
network also led to the establishment of railway work-shops and the 
employment of large numbers of workers. As the result of this 
development, new railway towns emerged in various parts of the 
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country, for example, Jamalpur in Bihar, Bareilly and Meerut in Uttar 
Pradesh, Nagpur in Maharastra and so on. 
> Urban Amenities and Urban Administration-
One of the major benefits of British rule was the improvement in civic 
amenities in some of India's major cities. Piped water suppK. street 
lighting, domestic electricity supply, modem shopping areas and in 
some cases parks and playgrounds for recreation were established in a 
number of cities. During the British period, civic amenities were 
provided only in the civil lines area and the cantonment. Urban 
administrative bodies were established to look after the civic amenities 
in a number of cities from 1881. Town Planning was not introduced 
during this period, but legislation for the improvement of slum areas 
were enacted in the first two decades of the 20'*" century in Bombay and 
other provinces. 
During the entire of period from 1800 to 1947, a substantial part of India 
was outside the direct jurisdiction or rule of the British government in India. In 
1947, there were as many as 548 princely states, some of which were as large 
as the British provinces, example, Hyderabad and Mysore. The smaller towns 
in the princely states continued to stagnate during this period. The princely 
states were generally backward in terms of their level of economic 
development. This is reflected in the lower of urbanization in these states. 
In the British period, Indian cities became the focal points of 
westernization. Schools, colleges and universities trained men and women in 
western thought and languages. A new western oriented urban elite emerged. 
Their dress, eating habits, and social behaviour reflected western values and 
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attitudes. This process of westernization, firmly rooted in India during the 
British period, has continued to guide the destiny of the urban elite even four 
decades after independence. It is indeed the central aspect of social change in 
modem India. 
(ii) Urbanization in Post-Independence Period 
Urbanization has entered a new and more important phase in the Post 
Independence Period (1947). This period is notable for rapid urbanization, 
particularly of the one lakh and one million cities. The major changes that have 
occurred in India's urban scene in the post -independence period are-
(a) The Refugee Influx and Urbanization-
In the period of independence, there was a massive influx of refugees 
into India from two principal streams: 
> The reftagees from West Pakistan, who found their way to Delhi, the 
adjoining state of Punjab and Western Utter Pradesh. 
> The refugees from East Pakistan who settled down in Calcutta and its 
suburbs and in Assam and Tripura. The 14 new towns were built by the 
refugees, of which one was in West Bengal, five in Utter Pradesh, four in 
Punjab, three in Gujarat and one in Maharastra. The impact of refugees on 
urbanization was far greater in the northern states of India than in the 
eastern and southern states."* 
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(b) New State Capitals 
After Independence, the political administrative aspect of urbanization is 
seen in the emergence of new state capitals in Chandigarh, Bhubaneshwar in 
Orissa, Gandhinagar in Gujarat and Dispur m Assam. These towns have added 
a significant new dimension to Indian town planning. The number of states in 
India has been increasing and the political process in the country could well 
being about further division of larger status on administrative and political 
grounds. At a lower level, there has been a constant subdivision of districts and 
thus the number of districts in India has almost doubled since independence. 
The new district head quarters have" acquired a higher states and this is 
reflected in their rapid growth. Therefore, administrative and political factor 
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often acts as an initial stimulus for urban growth, which is then further 
advanced by the growth of commercial and industrial activities. 
(c) Industrial Cities: 
India has come the world's lO'*' largest industrialized nation. This has 
become about largely in the post-independence period since 1956. In post-
independence period, the steel cities are Rourkela, Durgapur, Bhilai Nagar and 
Bokaro, each of which has a population of one lakh or more persons. Other 
new industrial cities are the refinery towns of Barauni, Noonmati, Haldia and 
Ankleshwar. The fertilizer towns are Sindri, Mittrapur, Naya Nangal and 
Namrup, port towns such as Kandla and Paradeep, and Aluminium towns like 
Korba and Ratnagiri. Industrial growth in India during the past three decades 
has been impressive and so has its impact on city development. 
(d) Metropolization 
A remarkable feature of urbanization during the post independence 
period has been the rapid growth of the one-million and one lakh cities. Large 
city growth is an important characteristics of Indian urbanization. The 
definition of large cities: million plus, metropolitan agglomeration or mega 
cities, concentration of the bulk urban population in the urban population in 
these urban agglomerations will continue to a pronounced feature of India's 
urbanization. Till the nineties, Class-I cities in developed states grew at a faster 
rate as compared to small and medium towns, where as in the less developed 
states, small and medium towns grew at higher rate than that of class I cities. 
This pattern changed in the nineties, many of less developed states like Assam, 
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan experienced high urban growth in their 
class I cities as compared to smaller towns. 
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Class-I cities and metro cities recorded a higher growth rate than the 
smaller categories of towns in the nineties. Cities with million-plus population, 
registered a higher growth rate than the overall growth of all the class I cities 
During 1981-91, class I cities recorded 2.96% growth while in 1991-2001, a 
growth rate of 2.76% was recorded. During the same period million-plus cities 
grew at the rate of 3.25 and 2.88% respectively.'' 
Table-2.1: Growth Rate of Cities and Towns of Different Categories 
City /town 
Metro-cities 
Class-I cities 
Smaller towns 
1981-91 
3.25 
2.96 
2.57 
1 
1991-2001 
2.88 
2.76 
2.22 
Sources: Census of India 2001,1991, 1981. 
The emergence and dominance of metropolitan cities is a challenging 
aspect of India's urbanization. In 1901, only 1 city i.e. Calcutta had more than a 
million population. By 1981 this number increased to 12 and further increased 
to 23 in 1991 and 35 in 2001. The metropolitan cities together possessed nearly 
8 percent of country's total population and 33 percent of country's urban 
population in 1991. In 2001 census, metropolitan cities together possessed 
nearly 11 percent of country's total population and 38 percent of country's 
urban population. Mumbai continues to be the most populous city of the 
country followed by Kolkata, Chennai and Delhi. By 2001, the population of 
Greater Mumbai has grown to about 16.4 million followed by 13.2 million in 
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Kolkata, 13.0 million in Delhi and 6.4 million in Chennai During the last two 
decades the rate of population growth in Mumbai declined from 4,9 percent per 
annum in 1971-81 to 3 percent per annum in 1991-2001.'^ 
Table-2.2: Trend in the Population Size and Decadal Growth Rate of the 
Four Metropolitan Cities of India 1981-2001 
Metropolitan City 
Greater Mumbai Urban Agglomeration 
(i) Greater Mumbai Municipal 
Corporation 
(ii) Other Constituent Units 
Kolkata Urban Agglomeration 
(i) Kolkata Municipal Corporation 
(ii) Other Constituent Units 
Delhi Urban Agglomeration 
(i) Delhi Municipal Corporation 
(ii) Other Constituent Units 
Chennai Urban Agglomeration 
(i) Chennai Municipal Corporation 
(ii) Other Constituent Units 
Population 
(In Million) 
1981 
9.42 
8.24 
1.18 
9.19 
4.12 
5.06 
5.72 
4.88 
8.45 
4.28 
3.27 
1.01 
1991 
12.60 
9.93 
2.68 
11.02 
4.39 
6.62 
8.37 
l.\l 
1.20 
5.42 
3.84 
1.58 
2001 
1.64 
1.19 
4.45 
13.21 
4.58 
8.63 
12.79 
9.81 
2.97 
6.42 
4.21 
2.20 
Growth Rate 
1981-1991 
33.69 
20.41 
126.46 
19.88 
6.61 
30.69 
46.18 
46.89 
42.05 
26.41 
\1.24 
56.07 
1991-2001 
29.94 
20.03 
66.82 
19.91 
4.11 
30.41 
51.93 
36.83 
147.74 
20.28 
9.76 
39.71 
Source: Census of India, provisional Population Total, Paper-2- of 2001, Rural-urban 
classification, Maharastra, Delhi, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu. 
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(e) Stagnation and Decline of Small Towns 
A concomitant phenomenon of metropolization is the decline or 
stagnation of the smaller towns. The decline has been most conspicuous in the 
case of very small towns with a population of less than 20,000 and to a lesser 
degree in towns of 20,000 to 50,000. 
(f) The Growth of Slums and the Rural -Urban Fringe: 
The rapid growth of the one million cities has brought in its wake a large 
set of problems. The most important, of these, is the problem of housing, 
inadequate availability of drinking water, paucity of drainage and sewerage 
facilities virtual breakdown of local public transport and pollution for the 
poorer sections of society. Most of the metro-cities have large number of 
houseless population and crowding conditions continue to deteriorate. The 
available housing accommodation in the city is far too expensive and the poor 
have by and large settled down in an illegal way on vacant public or private 
land. Ugly thatched huts, teneiiients constiucted with an odd mixture of 
assorted materials, and the use of pavements for dwelling are all characteristic 
features of metropolitan cities in India today. The big cities have expanded 
physically into the peripheral villages in an unplanned and haphazard manner. 
Thus, a rural-urban fringe has emerged around most of the larger cities. The 
provision of basic amenities, such as piped water supply, sewage, drainage, and 
paved roads to the slum dwellers and the fringe villages, poses a major problem 
to the city administration. Squatter and slums have become an integral part of 
the urban India. There has been a steady increase in the proportion of 
population living in slums, particularly in the major metropolitan cities."* 
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Nearly half of Mumbai's, population in 2001 (49 percent) was living in slums. 
A continuous increase has been registered in the percentage of slum population 
in other metropolitan cities also. These slums present very dismal picture of 
urban living and lack most of the basic services and are marked with gross 
environmental deficiencies 15 
Table-2.3: Percentage of Slum Population in the four Metropolitan Cities 
of India, 1981-2001 
Metropolitan Cities 
Greater Mumbai (UA) 
Kolkata (UA) 
Delhi Municipal Corp. (UA) 
Chennai (UA) 
1981 
30.8 
30.3 
18 
13.8 
1991 
43.2 
36.3 
22.5 
15.3 
2001 
48.9 
32.6 
18.9 
17.7 
Sources: Percentage of Population in the four Metropolitan cities of India, 1981-
2001. 
(g) City Planning 
The post-independence period saw the beginnings of city planning in 
India. The Town and Country Planning Organization prepared the Master Plan 
for Delhi in 1957, which was established by the Central Government. The 
1960s saw the emergence of town planning departments in different states in 
the country. These departments have prepared over 500 Master Plans for 
individual cities. The metropolitan cities such as Delhi, Bombay, Madras and 
Calcutta have succeeded to some extent in executing massive housing 
programmes, the construction of commercial complexes, the creation of new 
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industrial areas, and the re-location and rebuilding of slum areas. All these 
activities have altered the urban landscape of the big cities in a significant way. 
The experience gained by the Metropolitan Development. Authorities provides 
the basic infrastructure for planned urban development in the future. 
(h^  Indian Production and Urbanization 
Today, the city is a focal point of productive activities but some value 
when considering the emergence of ancient cities from a predominantly society 
is no longer tenable in the post industrial revolution period. Today city exists 
and grows on the strength of the economic activities existing with in itself It 
dose provide services and goods to its hinterland and to a larger extent, it is the 
hinterland that is economically dependent on the city. The city offers a variety 
of goods and services and these are sold both within and out side the city. The 
level of economic activity in the city, which generates the growth and further 
urbanization. The nature of economic activities in a town or city relates to 
production at three levels -primary, secondary and tertiary. 
Mining, fishing and forestry have not generated many urban places in 
India. It is well known that in a large number of coastal towns and cities, along 
both the western and eastern coasts of India, fishing is a major productive 
activity. With the introduction of deep sea fishing motorized boats and 
specialized equipment are now playing a more important role. With these 
developments, settlements of fishermen have acquired a distinct urban 
character. 
Agriculture has also given rise to many urban centers in India. The tea 
plantation of south India, Assam and West Bengal have generated nearly a 
thousand settlements for housing the plantation workers. These settlements also 
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have modem factories for the processing of tea. The key to the emergence of a 
class of primary activity oriented urban centers is technological change from 
traditional to modem methods of farming, fishing and forestry. 
With the revival of secondary productive activities since Independence, 
when the legitimate interest of this sector were firmly produced by the 
govemment, urbanization has been gaining momentum along with 
industrialization. The effects of industrialization on Indian urbanization 
processes will become increasingly evident in the coming decades. 
Industrialization has already contributed to the rapid growth of the one lakh 
cities and the million cities. Calcutta, Bombay, Delhi and Madras are major 
industrial centers today and other million cities such as Ahmadabad, Kanpur, 
Banglore and Hyderabad. The most conspicuous examples of urbanization 
directly as a result of secondary activity are Durgapur, Bhilai and Rourkela. 
Modinagar in Uttar Pradesh, Bhadravati in Karnataka, Chittaranjan in West 
Bengal and Naya Nangal in Punjab are other examples of urban development 
directly related to industrialization. The secondary urbanization has made a 
strong impression on the Indian landscape.'^  
The role of the tertiary sector in urbanization is no less important at the 
present time. The cultural gap between city and village is being narrowed. 
Tertiary services in the city are largely responsible for this closer interaction 
between the city and its hinterland. Rural people come to the city to visit the 
shops or the cinema, for the education of their children, for medical facilities, 
to settle legal disputes, to obtain agricultural inputs, such as fertilizer and new 
varieties of seeds. Thus, towns and cities today function as service stations for 
rural areas. The city has become an agent of mral change. People living in 
villages close to metropolitan cities have sought and obtained jobs in the city 
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and have adapted to the ways of the city. There is a daily movement of people 
from village to city, from with in a 10-15 kilometer radius around most cities. 
The closer interaction between the city and its hinterland necessitates an 
increase in conmiercial establishment and institutions for educational and 
medical services. This provides further employment, in the city and attracts 
permanent settlers who increase the population like Ghaziabad and Gurgaon 
near Delhi. Thus a process of tertiary urbanization is initiated. The city and the 
town are centers of production, whether at the primary, secondary or tertiary 
level. They generate goods and services and provide employment. The 
economic activities sustain the city and generate further growth of population. 
Thus economic forces accelerate the pace of urbanization. 
(0 Urban Growth Rate of States of India 
TabIe-2.4: Urban Growth Rate of States 
Growth Rate(%) 
India 
Andhra Pradesh 
Bihar* 
Goa 
Gujrat 
Haryana 
Himachal Pradesh 
Kamataka 
Kerala 
Madhya Pradesh* 
Maharashtra 
Orissa 
Punjab 
Rajasthan 
Tamil Nadu 
Tripura 
Uttar Pradesh* 
West Bengal 
1981-1991 
3.09 
3.55 
2.65 
3.96 
2.9 
3.58 
3.11 
2.55 
4.76 
3.71 
3.27 
3.08 
2.55 
3.31 
1.76 
6.19 
3.29 
2.54 
1991-2001 
2.73 
1.37 
2.57 
3.32 
2.8 
4.11 
2.81 
2.53 
0.74 
2.71 
2.95 
2.61 
3.19 
2.71 
3.56 
2.53 
2.84 
1.84 
•Undivided 
Source: Census of India 2001.1991 
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During the past five decades, urban growth rates have been significant. 
The growth rates of urban population have been declining during the past three 
decades. It was 46.14% in 1971-81. 36.19% in 1981-91 and 31.39% in 1991-
2001. The average annual exponential urban growth has dropped from 3.7% to 
3.2% and 2.7% respectively. The current urban growth rate of 2.7% is 
significantly higher than the country's overall population growth rate of 2% '^  
The urban growth rate from 1951 to 1991 was generally high in relatively less 
developed state, Bihar, M.P., Orissa, Rajasthan and UP, the relatively better 
developed states like Punjab, Tamil Nadu and west Bengal experienced low 
urban growth. There was a significant departure of this pattern in nineties from 
the earlier decades as the developed states registered urban growth above the 
national average, while the less developed states experienced growth either 
below or equal to country's growth rate.'^ 
Thus, the urbanization during the nineties is characterized by 
concentration of population in developed region and large cities. 
(i) Economic Development in Urban India 
Urban areas are net contributors to Gross Domestic Product (G.D P). 
The National Institute of Urban Affairs estimates that urban India currently 
contributes between 50% to 60% well above the level of urbanization. Thus, 
the economic growth of the country is highly dependent on the strength of 
urban areas and their ability to attract investments, increased productivity and 
continues to provide the focus for service sector activity. Cities with transport 
and telecom linkages with global economy are preferred destinations for 
investments. The contribution of cities to the country's economic growth could 
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have been more, if these cities did not suffer from infrastructure bottlenecks. 
service deficiencies poor local governance and distortions in land markets. 19 
In India, the focus on economic liberalization, financial sector reforms 
and the process of decentralization since the nineties is contributing to further 
economic growth, thus bringing into shaper focus the economic role of cities. 
With the impact of globalization and liberalization, urban areas are emerging as 
centers of investment. Much of the growth in the economy is the result of 
economic activities that are being concentrated in and around large cities. As a 
result, these cities are facing problems in terms of shortage and deterioration of 
urban infrastructure, increasing population and migration, warranting the need 
for investment in urban infrastructure with a good system of urban governance. 
(k) Spatial Implications of Urban Growth 
Large city growth is an important characteristic of Indian Urbanization. 
The definition of large cities million plus, metropolitan agglomeration or mega 
city concentration of the bulk of the urban population in these urban 
agglomerations will continue to be pronounced feature of India's urbanization. 
In metropolitan areas, the urban peripheries grow faster than the core cities.^ ° 
In a recent study (2001), the Centre for Policy Research looked at 
investment data on industry and infrastructure and the spatial changes 
discernible as a manifestation of urban growth in five states Andhra Pradesh. 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharastra and Tamil Nadu. The pattern of urbanization 
in these states is no longer city-based or city centered. Urbanization is 
occurring in corridors which have emerged along major transport routs.^' 
The 73"^  and the 74* Constitutional Amendments mark significant set 
initiatives in India to establish rural and urban local bodies as institution of self 
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government. The Amendments seek to redefine the relationship between the 
states and local bodies and lay the foundation of a new approach to governance 
and management. Current decentralization processes resulting from the 74"^  
Constitutional Amendment have created a new context for urban development. 
The 74^ Amendment in the constitution marks a significant set of initiatives in 
India to make urban local bodies as institution of self -governance. Urban 
Local Bodies have to be made accountable for efficiently managing the cities, 
this Constitution Amendment re-inforces the role of municipalities with 
development processes involving all sections of society including the poor and 
marginalized.^ ^ 
The District Planning Committees, which are mandatory, have the 
specific task of addressing matters of common interest between the rural and 
urban areas including spatial planning sharing of water, fiscal and natural 
resources, the integrated development of infrastructures and environmental 
conservation. Metropolitan Planning Committees for Multi-Municipal Urban 
Agglomerations with a population of more than one million have to address 
similar issues in metropolitan areas. 
(I) Urban Development and Five Year Plan 
India is one of the emerging economies of the world, and a part of the 
global trend towards increasing urbanization. Urbanization is necessary to 
bring about fast economic growth in the country. But the pace of urbanization 
has been slow in India as compared to many other developing countries. The 
pattern of urbanization is characterised by concentration of people and 
activities in large cities. The big cities attained inordinately large population 
size leading to virtual collapse in the urban services and quality of life. 
r: ,.,.-"^i., 
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Increasing urban population coupled with increased economic activities has 
resulted in various environmental and social ills. As the concentration of people 
in cities increases with increasing urbanization, the demand for basic 
necessities like food, energy, drinking water and sheher also increase. This 
result in poor quality of housing, lack of water supply, sanitation facility and 
lack of proper waste disposal facility leading to the spread of communicable 
disease. The growing urbanization and increasing migration from rural to urban 
areas in the country has made an urgent call for providing housing and other 
facilities to the urban poor. For this, the Planning Commission, Central 
Govenunent and local bodies make many plan. One of the most important plan 
is the Five Year Plan in India, which made, developed executed and monitored 
by the Planning Commission. 
The First Five Year Plan (1951-1956) had been made by the Planning 
Commission, whose objective was the standard of living of the people by 
effective use of the country's resources. In the First Five Year Plan, The 
Ministry of Works and Housing was constituted National Building 
Organization and Town Country Planning Organization for Urban People. An 
Industrial Housing Scheme was also initiated. 
The main objective of Second Five Year Plan (1956-1961) was to 
make the country more industrialized. It is evident that the process of 
industrialization could make little impact on the economy in terms of 
population shift to urban areas till 1961. Town and Planning Legislations were 
enacted in many states and necessary organizations were also set up for 
preparation of Master Pans for important towns. 
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In the Third Five Year Plan (1961-66), Master Plans for major cities 
were prepared and the state capitals of Gandhi Nagar and Bhubaneshwar were 
developed. The dominant idea became to invest in new township that had no 
connections with earlier built forms and traditional urban habitats. 
The Fourth Five Year Plan (1969-74) stressed the need to prevent 
growth of population in large cities and the need for decongestion or dispersal 
of population. This was envisaged through the creation of smaller town. The 
Housing and Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO) was established to 
ftind the Housing and Urban Development Programme. A scheme for 
Environmental Improvement or Urban Slums was undertaken with a view to 
provide a minimum level of services, like water supply, sewerage, drainage and 
street prevents in 11 cities with a population of 8 lakhs and above. The scheme 
was later extended to 9 more cities. 
The Fifth Five Year Plan (1974-79) reiterated the policies of the 
preceding plans to promote smaller towns in new urban centers, in order ease 
the increasing pressure of urbanization. This was supplemented by efforts to 
augment civic services in urban areas with particular emphasis on a 
comprehensive and regional approach to problems in metropolitan cities. A 
Task Force was setup for development of small and medium towns. The Urban 
Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act 1976 was enacted to prevent concentration 
of land holding in urban areas and to make urban land available for 
construction of houses for the middle and low income groups. 
The Sixth Five-Year Plan (1980-1985) focused on integrated provision 
of services along with shelter. The Integrated Development of Small and 
Medium Towns (IDSMT) was launched in towns with population below 1 lakh 
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for roads, pavements, minor civic works, markets, shopping complexes etc. 
Positive inducements were proposed for setting up new industries and 
commercial and professional establishments in small, medium and intermediate 
towns. Many of the 4000 plus township and urban agglomerations that are part 
of the 2001 census are a legacy of these moves. 
The Seventh Five Year Plan (1985-90) stressed the need to entrust the 
major responsibility of housing construction to the private sector. The Seventh 
Plan explicitly recognised the problems of urban poor and for the first time an 
Urban Poverty Alleviation Scheme known as Urban Basic Services for the 
Poor (UBSP) was launched. National Housing Policy was announced in 1988. 
The goal of NHP was to eradicate houselessness, improve the housing 
conditions and provide a minimum level of basic services and amenities to all. 
The National Commission of Urbanization submitted its report. The report 
pointed out the reality of continuing and rapid growth of the urban population 
as well as the scale and intensity of urbanization and acute disparities in the 
access of shelter and basic services. 
The Eighth Five Year Plan (1992-97) for the first time explicitly 
recognized the role and importance of urban sector for the national economy. 
The growth rate of employment in urban areas averaged around 3.8% per 
annum. Therefore, the urban areas have to be enabled to absorb larger 
increments to the labour force, The plan identified the key issues in the 
emerging urban scenario: 
> The widening gap between demand and supply of infrastructural services 
like drinking water, sanitation, education and basic health services is 
shrinking. 
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> The unabated growth of the urban population aggravating the 
accumulated backlog of housing shortages and resulting in the 
proliferation of slums and squatter settlement and decay of city 
environment. 
> High incidence of marginal employment and urban poverty as reflected in 
NSS 43'^ '' round that 41.8 million urban people lived below the poverty 
line. 
The response of the plan to this scenario was launching of Urban Poverty 
and Alleviation Programme of Nehru Rojgar Yojana. 
Ninth Five Year Plan (1997-2002) focused on the speedy 
industrialization, human development and social issues like women 
empowerment. The main emphasis was on human development for the growth 
rate and adoption of a full scale employment scheme for all. 
In Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007), the government has realized the 
role and importance of the urban sector and has laid down the foundation for a 
new approach to urban management and governance through improved 
municipal services. The 10* plan aimed to alleviate poverty through access to 
education health care, potable water and sanitation. The Pooled Finance 
Development Scheme (PEDS). The City Challenge Fund (CCF) and the Urban 
Reforms Initiative Fund (URIF) are some of the examples of the initiatives 
taken by government to achieve the urban agenda of the lO"^  plan. The 
Jawaharlal Nehru Nation Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) has been 
another major initiative. 
The total agreed outlay for the lO"' Five Year Plan was Rs.400 crore for two 
scheme i.e. 
!1 
> Urban Housing (Rs.l70 crore), which comprises of two schemes-
Housing Co-operative and Assistance to Local Bodies. 
> Urban development (Rs. 230 crore ) which includes three schemes such 
as-
• National Capital Region (NCR) 
• Integrated Development of Small and Medium Towns (DSMT) 
• Other Urban Development Scheme 
Eleventh Five year Plan (2007-2012) 
The Planning Commission has approved the Rs. 2,89,615 crore for the 
implementation of the 11"' Five Year Plan Scheme. 
The Urban Ministry has set a target of achieving 100 percent coverage 
of population with urban water supply and sewerage facilities by the end of 11"" 
Five Year Plan. The Planning Commission has sanctioned Rs. 2,89.615 crore to 
the Urban Ministry for the ll"" FYP for the development of transport system 
water supply and sewerage facilities. 
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Table-2.5: Plan Outlay in Housing and urban Development Sector 
Plan 
First Plan 
Second Plan 
Third Plan 
Fourth Plan 
Fifth Plan 
Sixth Plan 
Seventh Plan 
Eight Plan 
Ninth Plan 
Tenth Plan 
Total Outlay 
20688 
48000 
85765 
157788 
394262 
975000 
1800000 
4341000 
Housing & 
Urban 
Development 
488 
1200 
1276 
2702 
11500 
24884 
42295 
105000 
158800 
405000 
Percentage share 
in the total 
2.1 
2.5 
1.5 
1.7 
2.9 
2.6 
2.3 
2.4 
Rs. In Million 
Concluding Remarks 
Urbanization is a universal process implying social change and 
economic development. It is a structural process of change which means the 
movement of people from rural to urban places of residence. It implies changes 
in the nature of people's activities, in the ratio between the population engaged 
in agricultural activities and rest of the population, in the population 
distribution according to the types of settlements. The urbanization in India in 
historical periods is a story of spatial and temporal discontinuities. The history 
of India begins with the Indus Valley Civilization, which flourished in the 
north -western part of the Indian subcontinent from 3300 to 1700 BC. This 
bronze age civilization was followed by the iron age vadic period, which 
witnessed the rise of major kingdom known as the mahajanapadas. The 
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subcontinent was united under the Mauryan Empire during the 3"* and 4"' 
centuries. Its subsequently become fragmented, with various parts ruled by 
numerous Middle kingdom for the next 10* centuries A.D. Northern regions 
were united once again in the 4''' century A.D. and remained so far as two 
centuries there after, under the Gupta Empire. This period was known as the 
"Golden Age of India". 
Islam arrived on the subcontinent early in the S^ century with the 
conquest of Afghanistan and Sindh by Muhammad Bin Qasim. Islamic 
invasion from Central Asia between the lO"' and 15"^  centuries .A.D. brought 
most of the northern Indian under the rule at first of the Delhi Sultanate and 
later of the Mughals. Mughals rules, which ushered in a remarkable flowering 
of art and architecture came to cover most of the northern parts of the sub 
continent. Begirming in the mid 18* century and over next century, India was 
gradually annexed by the British East-India Company. At that time India was 
administered by the British Crown and witnessed a period of both rapid 
development of infrastructure and economic decline. During British rule over 
India, the administrative factor played an important role in the process of 
urbanization. The provincial capitals, the district headquarters and the tehsile 
towns grew in importance and over shadowed the earlier urban centers. 
Urbanization has intered the most important phase in the post 
independence India (1947). This peiord is notable for rapid urbanization 
particularly of the one-lakh and one million cities. Rural urban migration is the 
most important component of the urban population growth in the developing 
countries. The studies on Indian urbanization during fifties and sixties have 
also highlighted the importance of rural to urban migration in India's urban 
growth, particularly in the growth of the metro politant cities of the country. 
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CHAPTER-3 
TRENDS OF URBANIZATION IN INDIA 
Urbanization is a process by which villages turn into towns and towns 
into cities and so on. It produces a new type of civilization and a new culture, 
which is distinct from rural societies. There goes on a continuous 
transformation of rural societies into urban societies. The degree of 
urbanization is regarded as the level of socio-economic development. An 
increasing level of urbanization is associated with an overall economic 
development or industrialization. The continuous shift of the rural population 
to urban centre for employment in non-agricultural sector is one of the essential 
conditions for economic progress of a country. Urbanization facilitates process 
of modernization, spread of science and attitude of economic rationality. 
There are generally three aspects of the concept of urbanization, i.e. 
behavioral, structural and demographic. This process leads to a wide range of 
spatial implications. It ranges from physical spread of the land to the social 
process. Thus, it can be assessed by-
> The proportion of population living in urban places. 
> The absolute number of urban dwellers. 
> Growth of population living in urban areas. 
> The rate of growth of people living in urban areas.' 
Urbanization is not only concerned with the growth of urban population, 
but also includes the growth of size and number of urban centers. In terms of 
absolute number of towns and cities and size of urban population, India is 
possibly the largest urbanized nation in the world today. The present urban 
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hierarchy, both administrative and economic, and interdependence among cities 
and town that have led to the formation of the present urban system is rooted in 
the British colonial period. The urban system has been found to be highly 
distorted being dominated by large metropolitan centers leading to hypertrophy 
like Mumbai in the west, Kolkata in the east, Delhi in the north and Chennai in 
the south.^ 
The urban system is India has developed around four district 
metropolises in response to its politico-economic system, transport and 
communication networks and level of economic development. The western 
region depicts a higher urbanization level with Mumbai as the major city 
followed by Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Pune, Sural and Vadodara. The eastern 
region with Kolkata as its primate city is marked followed by Patna, Ranchi, 
Jamshedpur, Dhanbad and Guwahati. Delhi has been the dominant city in the 
northern region since 1951 followed by Kanpur, Lucknow, Jaipur, Varanasi, 
Agra, Allahabad and Chandigarh. The southern region is fast developing with 
Chennai as a major city followed by Bangalore, Hyderabad, Visakhapatnam, 
Coimbatore, Cochin and Thiruvananthapuram. Thus, the country comprises of 
four macro-regional urban system under which the economic and urban space 
are structured and have developed over the years.'^  
The unprecedented growth of towns and cities in India has been a result 
of modernization process and the main cause of their rapid growth has been the 
agricultural and industrial development. About 27% of India's population was 
urbanized in 2001 with 285 million people nearly as many as the entire 
population of the USA. In the post-colonial period, India has experienced 
greater level of rural to urban migration and to the natural increase of the urban 
population. Rapid growth of population pressuring the limited natural resources 
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has triggered off streams of migrants from the rural areas to large cities. In 
1951, there were only 5 cities with a million plus population which increased to 
7 in 1961, 9 in 1971,12 in 1981, 23 in 1991 and 36 in 2001. 
Table-3.1: Trend of Urbanization in India, 1901-2001 
Census 
Years 
1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 
1961 
1971 
1981 
1991 
2001 
Number 
of Towns 
1916 
1908 
2048 
2220 
2422 
3060 
2700 
3126 
4029 
4689 
5161 
Urban 
Population 
(in 
Millions) 
25.9 
25.9 
28.1 
33.5 
44.2 
62.4 
78.9 
109.1 
159.5 
217.6 
284.5 
Percent 
Urban 
10.8 
10.3 
11.2 
12.0 
13.8 
17.3 
18.0 
19.9 
23.3 
25.7 
27.8 
Annual 
Exponential 
Growth 
Rate 
-
0.0 
0.8 
1.7 
2.8 
3.5 
2.3 
3.2 
3.8 
3.1 
2.7 
Rate of 
urbanization 
-
-0.46 
0.87 
0.71 
1.50 
2.54 
0.40 
1.06 
1.72 
1.02 
0.82 
Source: http://www.censusindia.net 
There are areas of high urban growth which are push created by out 
migration from poor rural regions. In states like Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, 
Tamil Nadu, Western Uttar Pradesh and South Bihar, urbanization is created 
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by dynamic urban expansion. When the country is divided into three levels of 
urbanization: urban (more than 31%) intermediate (17-31%) and rural based on 
the percent urban of the districts, the north-south regional association of urban 
correlate becomes very evident. The higher density of population and greater 
proportions of non-agricultural workers, female literates and males to females 
are associated with the districts that are highly urbanized. In the northern 
region, female literates are better indicators of urbanization than male literates 
and male household workers are more highly correlated with urbanization than 
female household workers. But at the same time, male literates in the south are 
better indicators of urbanization and household workers correlate strongly with 
intermediate districts. Thus, the processes of urbanization and urban growth 
relating to the past as well as to the present are highly varied and complex 
interplayed by socio-cultural, politico-administrative, economic and 
geographical forces."* 
The distribution of central places in India seems to be quite complex 
depending upon terrain characteristics, resource utilization, population 
distribution, transport development and purchasing powe'- of the consumers. 
Depending upon these factors Indian space economy is characterized by a poly 
metropolitan apex with the four multi-million cities as islands of urban 
potentials. The core region around these metropolitan cities is characterised by 
specialized fiinctions and high intra-regional accessibility while the peripheral 
region by central place functions and low to medium transport development. 
A large proportion of urban population is concentrated in the six most 
urbanized states namely Maharastra, Gujrat, Tamil Nadu, Kamataka, Punjab 
and West Bengal. In 2001 census, Goa emerges as the most urbanized state in 
the country with 49.77 percent of its population within the urban frame. Among 
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the major States, Tamil Nadu has claimed to be the most urbanized state 
comprising 43.86 percent urban population follows by Maharastra (42.42), 
Gujarat (37.35%), Karnataka (33.98%), Punjab (33.45%) and West Bengal 
(28.03). Of the three hill states of North India, the newly created state of 
Uttaranchal is the most urbanized with an urban population of 25.5%, whereas 
Himachal Pradesh is the least urbanized with 9.79% urban population. Among 
the North-Eastem States of the country, Mizoram is the most urbanized state 
with 49.5% of urban population, while Assam is the least urban with 12.7% 
only.^  
MIGRATION 
The National Commission on Urbanization says that "urbanization in 
India is a process whereby surplus population of workers from rural areas 
resettles in urban centers, where non-agricultural job opportunities are 
available." It is merely a process of transfer of rural poverty to an urban 
environment. Urbanization has been accelerated by distress migration from 
rural areas. The rates of rural-urban migration have greatly exceeded rates of 
urban job creation and swamped the absorptive capacity both formal sector 
industry and urban social services. 
Migration implies movement and change of environment for individual 
and group. It means geographical movement of an individual or group of 
people from one area to another in such a way that normally they would be 
leaving their permanent place and going to new a place with an intension to 
settle there and make life there. Migration can be permanent as well as 
temporary. According to Demographic Dictionary - "Migration is a form of 
geographical mobility or spatial mobility between one geographical unit and 
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another, generally involving a change in residence from the place of origin or 
place of departure, to the place of destination or place of arrival." 
Migration is a response of human organism to economic, social and 
demographic forces in the environment. There is a positive and negative aspect 
of migration which leads to search for an opportimity to improve one's lot of 
life and exerts 'pull' on the migrant. On the other hand, where undesired social 
and economic situation occurs and constitute an expulsive 'push' by the 
community. It cannot be considered a mere shift of people from one place of 
residence to another, as it is most fundamental to the understanding of 
continuously changing space content and space relationship of an area. 
In India out of the total migration about 60 percent of migrants have 
made intra district moves, that is, over relatively short distance. The most 
common type of migrants are those who move between district over short 
distances. About 11% of migrants move between states. Female form the great 
majority of migrants especially over shorter distances. This is because women 
usually move to their husband's village at marriage particularly in North India. 
Thus, according to 1991 census, for every 100 females migrants there were 
only 38 males. And for intra-district, inter-district and interstate migrants were 
28, 45 and 80. Female have become increasingly prominent in all forms of 
migration.^ In 1971 migrants accounted foremost one third, that 30.6% of the 
total population. The total number of internal migrants rose by 29.7% between 
1971 and 1981 but the corresponding rise was only 10.1 percent between 1981 
and 1991. The overall decline in the proportion of the population classed as 
migrants between 1981 and 1991 reflects changes relating to internal 
movements.' The population census data on internal migration reveals that 
mobility has generally declined over the decades, both in rural and urban areas. 
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From the census of 2001, the percentage of total migrants in the country has 
gone up marginally form 27% to 29% during 1990. 
Table-3.2: Regional Variations in Development and Migration 
Major States 
Andhra 
Pradesh 
Assam 
Bihar 
Gujrat 
Haryana 
Himachal 
Pradesh 
Kamataka 
Kerala 
Madhya 
Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Orissa 
Punjab 
Rajasthan 
Tamil Nadu 
Uttar Pradesh 
West Bengal 
Poverty 
Rate 
18.8 
39.6 
46.9 
15.4 
11.8 
17.5 
25.6 
14.5 
36.8 
28.7 
46.3 
11.8 
20.4 
20.1 
33.0 
32.1 
Rank 
6 
15 
17 
4 
1 
5 
9 
3 
14 
11 
16 
1 
8 
7 
13 
12 
Population 
Growth 
(1991-02) % 
per year 
1.21 
-
2.43 
2.05 
2.50 
1.63 
1.60 
1.01 
2.07 
2.06 
1.49 
1.82 
2.53 
1.07 
2.29 
1.66 
Rank 
3 
-
13 
9 
14 
6 
5 
1 
11 
10 
4 
8 
15 
2 
12 
7 
SDP per 
capita 
1997-98 
(Rsper 
year) 
10590 
-
4654 
46251 
17626 
10777 
11693 
11936 
8114 
18365 
6767 
19500 
9356 
12989 
7263 
10636 
Rank 
9 
-
15 
4 
2 
10 
7 
6 
12 
3 
14 
1 
11 
5 
13 
8 
Net 
migration 
rate (per 
1000 
population) 
1 
-5 
-31 
19 
79 
-
-8 
6 
10 
44 
6 
25 
7 
-2 
-8 
27 
Source: Migration in India 1999-2000 report No 470 NSSO 55^*^  Round July 1999-
June 2000. Sep 2001 p-20. 
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Punjab, Haryana and Maharasthra which are top in the SDP per capita 
Hst and where the poverty percentage is low attract migrants from other states 
where as Bihar which has high population growth rate, high levels of poverty 
and poor SDP, loses, out migration exceeding in migration by 31 for every 
1000 persons. West Bengal is another state which receives migrants from other 
states. It has also receives migrants from Bangladesh as well. In the case of 
Tamil Nadu, the high rate of unemployment could be the reason for out 
migration exceeding in migration. The educated unemployed is also high in 
Tamil Nadu. Other studies also indicate that Maharashtra attracts or pulls 
migrants from all over the country especially from U.P. and Karnataka. Gujrat 
is another state which attracts migrants. West Bengal initially attracted lots of 
migrants.^ 
Urbanization and Migration trends in India shows that rural to urban 
migration in India is not negligible and is a wider phenomenon. Migration is 
taking place not only to big cities but also to hundreds of medium size and 
small cities. Most of the migrants are absorbed in non-agricultural activities 
specially in the manufacturing and service occupation.^  
URBANIZATION: TRENDS IN INDIA 
(!) Trend and Pattern of Urbanization Across States 
The urban scene of India cannot be properly understood without 
imderstanding the spatial dimension of urbanization and urban growth. During 
1971-2001 for 17 major states of India, having a total population of 5 million 
or more in 2001 which provides trend in the level of urbanization. Till 1991, 
Maharastra was the most urbanized state of India. In 1981, Tamil-Nadu 
followed Maharastra in the level of urbanization. In 1991, Gujarat replaced 
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Tamil Nadu as the second most urbanized state of the country after 
Maharastra. The result of the 2001 census with level of urbanization, is a great 
surprise as Tamil Nadu surpassed both Maharastra and Gujarat, and become 
most urbanized state of the country. Himachal Pradesh remains the least 
urbanized state of the country with only 10 percent of its population living in 
urban areas. There is no consistent trend in the state wise differentials in the 
rate of urbanization during the last three decades. During 1971-81 Orissa 
registered the higher rate of urbanization (4 percent per annum). In some less 
urbanized states also {U.P., Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and Andhra 
Pradesh) the rate of urbanization was between 2-3 percent per annum. The 
more urbanized states registered relatively lower rate of urbanization. In the 
next decade, Kerala registered the highest rate of urbanization (4 percent per 
annum). With the exception of few states {Himachal Pradesh, Kerala), the rate 
of urbanization declined in most of the states during 1981-91. During 1991-
2001, Tamil Nadu has experienced the highest rate of urbanization (2.8 percent 
per annum) followed by U.P. (2 percent per annum). This exceptionally high 
growth rate of the urban population in Tamil Nadu is because of the 
administrative declaration of a large number of rural settlements as urban in 
2001. Kerala has registered a negative rate of urbanization during 1991-2001.'" 
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TabIe-3.3: Trend of Urbanization in the State of India, 1971-2001 
India/state 
Andhra Pradesh 
Assam 
Bihar 
Gujarat 
Haryana 
Himachal Pradesh 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Kamataka 
Kerala 
Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Orissa 
Punjab 
Rajasthan 
Tamil Nadu 
Uttar Pradesh 
West Bengal 
INDIA 
Percent Urban 
1971 
19.31 
8.82 
10.00 
28.08 
17.66 
6.99 
18.59 
24.31 
16.24 
16.30 
31.17 
8.41 
23.73 
17.63 
30.26 
14.02 
24.75 
19.91 
1981 
23.32 
9.88 
12.47 
31.10 
21.88 
7.61 
21.05 
28.89 
18.74 
20.30 
35.03 
11.79 
27.68 
21.05 
32.95 
17.95 
26.47 
23.34 
1991 
26.89 
11.1 
13.14 
34.49 
24.63 
8.69 
23.83 
30.92 
26.39 
23.21 
28.69 
13.38 
29.55 
22.88 
34.15 
19.84 
27.48 
25.71 
2001 
27.08 
12.72 
13.36 
37.35 
29.00 
9.79 
24.88 
33.98 
25.97 
24.92 
42.40 
14.97 
33.95 
23.38 
43.86 
21.02 
28.03 
27.78 
Rate of Urbanization 
1971-81 
2.08 
1.20 
2.47 
1.08 
2.39 
0.89 
1.32 
1.88 
1.54 
2.45 
1.24 
4.02 
1.66 
1.94 
0.89 
2.80 
0.69 
1.72 
1981-91 
1.53 
1.23 
0.54 
1.09 
1.26 
1.42 
1.32 
0.70 
4.08 
1.43 
1.04 
1.35 
0.68 
0.87 
0.36 
1.05 
0.38 
1.02 
1991-01 
0.07 
1.46 
0.17 
0.83 
1.77 
1.27 
0.44 
0.99 
-0.16 
0.74 
0.96 
1.19 
1.49 
0.22 
2.84 
1.98 
0.20 
0.81 
Source: Census of India: 1981, 1991, 2001, paper-2 
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fii) Demographical Trend 
Growth of population is universally accepted phenomenon. India is one 
of the fast growing country from population point of view. The demographic 
aspect refers to the process of population concentration. At the beginning of 
present century only 25 million people in India had urban residence. The 
growth of urban population in the country has been fluctuating from decade to 
decade. Up to 1931, the growth rate of urban population approximated the rate 
of natural increase. The year 1931 marks a significant demographic divide in 
the history of urban growth in the country. The rate of urban growth since 1931 
has been increasing except during the decade 1951-61. The major changes in 
the definition of urban in India took place between 1951 and 1961 as a result of 
which 810 towns of 1951 were declassified as rural in 1961. There has been a 
steady increased in the size of country's urban population in the past 100 years. 
The urban population of the country has increased by more than 10 times from 
26 million in 1901 to 285 million in 2001. In 1901 nearly 11 percent of the 
country's population lived in urban areas. This proportion increased to 17 
percent in 1951 and about 28 percent in 2001, a two and a half times increase 
in the proportion urban in 100 years. In 1990 there were only 10 out of the 27 
countries of East and South Asia that had a level of urbanization below that of 
India." 
The annual exponential growth rate of urban population and rate of 
urbanization in India during past hundred years shows that urban population of 
India grew by less than 1 percent per annum up to 1921. In the next three 
decades there was a continuous acceleration in the growth rate of country's 
urban population from 1.7 percent per annum during 1921-1931 to 3.5 percent 
per annum during 1941-51. During 1951-61, the growth rate of urban 
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population declined slightly mainly because of the declassification of a number 
of town due to definitional changes. In the next two decade i.e. during 1961-71 
and 1971-81 there was a steady acceleration in the growth rate of urban 
population at 3.8% per annum during 1971-81, the rate of urban population 
growth has decelerated in the subsequent two decades i.e., during 1981-91 and 
1991-2001. The trend in the rate of urbanization also remained fluctuating. The 
process of urbanization in post-independence period was the fastest during 
1971-81. The size of urban population increased from around 109 million in 
1971 to around 160 million in 1981. The number of urban centers increased 
from 3126 in 1971 to 4029 in 1981. The level of urbanization increased from 
around 20 % to 23% and country records an average annual growth rate of 
urban population of 3.8 % per annum.'^  
In 2001, 10 states had populations exceeding 50 million. Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh each had populations exceeding 100 million and together comprised 
27.7 percent of India's total population. Some states are most advanced in the 
fertility transition especially Kerala and Tamil Nadu, have relatively small 
proportion of their population aged under 15 years, and comparatively large 
proportions aged 50 years and over. But states which are behind in the 
transition like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have 
relatively high proportions aged under 15 years. Bihar, Gujarat, Maharastra, 
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh all have fairly masculine population. The sex 
ratio are extraordinary high, around 1.15 males per female, in Haryana and 
Punjab. 
Degree or intensity of urbanization can be judged by the ratio of the 
urban population of the land under consideration. Higher Pc is the indication of 
a developed state of urbanization. Similarly if the ratio of Pc and Pt decreases, 
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the degree of urbanization of the region also decrease. Pc is the determining 
factor of the degree of urbanization. 
The growth rate of urban population is important from demographic 
point of view. The composition of population may be examined in terms of sex 
ratio, a common and most unambiguous demographic category. Sex ratio is the 
proportion of male and female population in a given total population. It is 
commonly expressed in terms of the number of female per one thousand males. 
Female 
Sr = X1000 
Male 
In reviewing demographic trend and economic pattern in India, Amitabh 
Kundu argues that recent levels of exponential urban growth may be set to 
change as the country's major cities experience profound levels of social and 
economic change. Since 1980 there has been a discernible shift in urban 
development in India and other developing countries towards a more liberal 
system of governance. This shift has come at a time when most of the cities in 
these countries were reportedly experiencing a 'phenomenal demographic 
growth* and consequent crisis in the provision of adequate urban 
infrastructure.''' 
The analysis of current development dynamics and their impact on 
urban system suggest that the process of urbanization is unlikely to increase 
sharply over the next few decades. This is partly due to a decline in the natural 
growth of the population and partly to slower rates of rural to urban migration. 
The decline in the demographic growth in small and medium tows is likely to 
be more marked than in larger cities and metropolitan cities like Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and Bangalore)^ 
100 
POPUUTION QnOWTH IN RWRINMAK CHlESi 
MiiMl 
^ 
15 , 
10 
5 
1900 raiO 1020 
'AdmMWMWtMM 
•• - - — - / 
> - ' " " • • 
^ ^ 
. ^ ^ 
^ / / ^ 
- . . ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ 
1«30 M40 ISSD 1060 1070 1080 lOM 200O 2010 2020 
- M N 
~ Bmgtloc* 
.K«tab 
The United Nations estimate indicate that at mid 1990s about 43% of the 
world population lived in urban areas. With the urban population growing two 
and a half times faster than its rural counter part, the level of urbanization is 
projected to cross the 50% mark in 2005. United Nations Projections further 
show that by 2025, more than the fifth of the world population will live in 
urban areas.'^ 
(iii) Geographical Trend 
On the basis of geographical point of view, urbanization refers to a 
process of transformation. Lampard E.E. suggests that there is three aspects of 
the process of urbanization, i.e., behavioral, structural and demographic aspects 
of urbanization process. The behavioral aspect of urbanization refers to the 
experience of elders through time and to the changes in the pattern of their 
behaviour. The structural aspect of the process refers to the changes in the 
economic structure of the economic activities of the whole population. The 
demographic aspect refers to the process of population concentration. 
The pattern and trend of urbanization in the backward states has been 
different from that of relatively developed states. Since independence, until 
1991, the level of urbanization has been generally high in case of developed 
states like Maharastra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Haryana they experienced 
medium or low urban growth. High urban growth was registered in relatively 
backward states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Orissa and Madhya 
Pradesh that had a low percentage of urban population. The 1990s make a 
significant departure. Many of the developed states have registered urban 
growth above the national average. On the other hand, the backward states have 
experienced growth either below that of the country average or equal to that. 
Indian urban growth is best analyzed by region of states rather than by 
looking at the experience of different size group of towns and cities. The 
eastern state in India are comparable to some of the poorest and least urbanized 
countries in the world, whereas the more developed western states exhibit level 
of urbanization typical for middle income countries." 
The four most industrialized and developed states at the time of 
independence in 1947, Gujrat, Maharastra, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, the 
later two have exhibited urban growth rather lower than the national average. 
In India, the least developed states have exhibited urban growth, in terms of 
both urban population growth and change in the level of urbanization, which 
has been higher over the decades than the national average. Among the least-
developed states M.P. has urbanized consistently faster than the national 
average, while Bihar, Orissa, Rajasthan and U.P. have also urbanized faster in 
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at least two of the four decades. During 1971-81 all the poorest states 
experienced accelerated rates of urban growth whereas all the richer states had 
relatively slow growth. In some of the poorer areas- Orissa, parts of Bihar, 
Eastern Uttar Pradesh and Eastern Madhya Pradesh, where current 
urbanization levels are low and towns far a part, there was a tendency for 
reclassification of large villages as towns, and the potential for the emergence 
of new towns seemed to be greater. 
The regional pattern of proportion of urban population and growth of 
urban population clearly reveal that -
(a) Western India continued to be more urbanized than its eastern counterpart 
and south India continued to be more urbanized than North India due to 
factors associated with resource potential of the concerned areas and 
history of modem urbanization. 
(b) Himalyas in the North as well as in the North-East constitute the least 
urbanized part of India. The hill state of Himachal Pradesh in the 
northern Himalyas was the least urbanized state in the country with only 
8.7 percent of its people living in urban areas. The difficulties of the hill 
regions in the development of means of transportation, limitations of 
physical resources etc may explain limited urban development. 
(c) The states that were fairly highly urbanized in the Indian context included 
Mizoram (46.1%) Goa (41.0%), Maharastra (38.7%), Gujarat (34.5%) 
Tamil Nadu (34.2%), Karnataka (30.9%) etc. These were closely 
followed by Punjab, West Bengal, Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, where also 
the proportion of urban population was higher than the national average. 
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These states to maintain a momentum of expanding the urban industrial 
base in the region. 
(iv) Economic Trend 
The Indian subcontinent was subjected to British Imperial domination 
for two centuries and during this period the Indian economy was tuned to serve 
British interest. India supplied cheap raw material, and at the same time, 
provided a large captive market for British manufactured goods. 
Commercialization of agriculture was encouraged and the railway network and 
the ports were developed to serve metropolitan interest. But in the post-
independence period, the levels and trends of urbanization in the most of the 
economically developed states were high. West Bengal, Maharastra and Tamil 
Nadu, which had a high per capita income, reported a large percentage of 
population residing in urban areas. This is due to the concentration of economic 
activities in the three metropolises of Kolkala, Mumbai and Chennai and a few 
of their linked towns. After independence, the rapid increase of urbanization in 
these few states can be attributed to increased opportunities of manufacturing 
employment, infrastructural facilities and level of social development. 
Quality of life is regulated by income expenditure equation. Life at an 
urban place is expected to be more articulated by life chance and living 
facilities, job opportunities, better transport, electricity and pure water, 
education and health are comparatively guaranteed facilities of urban life. 
Quality of life depends upon the degree of availability of these conveniences. 
India's reasonable recent progress at the macro level marks a diversity 
of experience at the state level. The economic growth experience for India's 
main states in 1970-97 in three periods; The pre-reform period 1970-90, the 
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post reform period 1991-97, and the entire periods. During 1970-90 
Maharashtra was the fastest growing and wealthy state. Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh and Gujrat followed. Haryana and Punjab were also two wealthiest 
states and ranked next along with Karnataka. Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, 
most industrialized and developed states, had exhibited urban growth rather 
lower than the national average. Bihar was the poorest and least developed 
state and also the slowest growing and grew at less than half the rate of 
Maharastra. Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan were also poor states and 
experiences slow growth; in terms of both urban population growth and change 
in the level of urbanization. The variation in levels of urbanization has 
consequently declined over the decades 18 
During 1971-81 all the poorest states experience accelerated rates of 
urban growth, whereas all the richer states had relatively slow growth. In some 
of the poorest areas - Orissa, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, 
where current urbanization levels are low and towns far apart, there was a 
tendency for reclassification of large villages as towns and the potential for the 
emergence of new towns seemed to be greater. 
From 1991 onwards, Gujarat and Maharastra were the fastest growing 
states and enjoyed rates of growth comparable with the East-Asian economies. 
Rajasthan was also relatively well. Assam experienced the negative growth 
during the post-reform period. Bihar also continued to grow slowly, at a rate 
nearly ten times lower than Gujrat, it remained the poorest state. Punjab and 
Haryana remained the two wealthiest states by 1995-97. 
The advanced industrial states of Gujarat, Maharastra, Tamil Nadu and 
West-Bengal exhibit low levels of agricultural productivity. Increasing 
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industrial productivity and production have no connection with agricultural 
productivity in these states. Thus, industrialization in these states has little to do 
with their hinterlands. Industrial development in these states has not 
contributed significantly to overall development, particularly in rural areas. A 
positive approach to urbanization would imply a different strategy than that 
which has been followed in the past. The current rate of urban infrastructure 
investment is altogether inadequate to sustain the demand of a modernizing, 
industrializing, and increasingly urban economy. 
Urbanization is not a side effect of economic grov^h, it is an integral 
part of the process. As in most countries, India's urban areas make a major 
contribution to the country's economy. Al through less than 1/3 of India's 
people live in cities and towns, these areas generate over 2/3 of the country's 
GDP and account for 90% of government revenues. India's towns and cities 
have expanded rapidly as increasing numbers migrate to towns and cities in 
search for economic opportunity. 
(v) Employment Trend 
Urbanization has been much associated with industrialization. Cities 
evolved originally as markets or trading centers and have been traditionally 
known more for their service sector activities than for industry. Today, in less 
developed countries services have tended to expand as fast as industry so that 
the process of urbanization is a movement of people to both industry and 
service from agricultural activities. One of the most important characteristics of 
the acceleration of urbanization in the previous decade was the marked 
acceleration in employment and manufacturing in urban areas. It may be 
expected that with continuing industrialization and development, the structure 
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of the labour-force would change from being predominantly agricultural 
toward manufacturing and services. This transformation has been taking place 
at a very slow pace in hidia. 
A drop in share of 7 percent in primary sector employment is associated 
with substantial changes in secondary and tertiary sector employment and 
consequently with accelerated urbanization. The 1981 census was the distinct 
increase in the share of manufacturing and allied activities. Their share was 
down in the 1991 census. This feature of the change in employment 
composition in the 1980 would seem to be the key explanatory factor behind 
the deceleration of urbanization during this decade. The growth of employment 
in manufacturing was significantly below the growth of total employment.'^ 
The acceleration of urbanization along with urban industrial 
employment in the 1970^  and the deceleration of urbanization and urban 
industrial employment in the 1980s, is a strong correlation between 
urbanization and industrialization. This correlation is between urbanization and 
Industrial employment growth. Thus, the slow urbanization in India is really 
because of slow growth in industrial employment.^ " 
Between 1971 and 2001 the 15-59 working age population grew faster 
than the population as a whole and comprised 602 million people in 2001, more 
than double its size in 1971. The Planning Commission's Special Group 
calculate that on C.D.S. terms employment growth fell from 2.70 percent to 
1.07 percent during the same period, implying a yearly decline in the labour 
intensity of out put of 5.5 percent during 1993-94 to 1999-2000 compared with 
2.2 percent during 1983 to 1993. The faster rate of employment growth on 
CDS terms compared with Usual Principal and Subsidiary Status (UPSS) tenns 
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suggests that new job opportunity tend to be of short duration. The slowdown 
in employment generation has been more severe in rural than in urban areas 
and has been worse for female than for males. The fall in agricultural 
employment during the 1990^  is not necessarily a positive structural trend 
because the ability of the rural secondary and tertiary sectors to absorb labour 
has also been limited. More positively, employment grovv^ h rates in trade. 
construction, financial, services and transport, storage and communication have 
increased, along with their share of employment 
The all India slow-down in employment generation during the 1990s has 
been evident in most states Although the slowdown in the rate of growth of 
rural non-farm employment has been common, employment-growth increased 
in several states, including Bihar, Haryana, Kerala and Uttar Pradesh, 
testifying to this sector's employment potentials. Gujarat, Karnataka and 
Haryana achieved the employment rate. Among these states, Gujarat and 
Karnataka combined high rate of economic growth with relatively high 
employment elasticity of output. 
The picture of employment trends presented so far does not capture 
important changes in the quality of employment. Employment quality is 
associated with two distinct structural features of the employment situation in 
India. Providing quality employment for India's growing labor force will 
continue to be testing. The future will present some new challenges, the 
working age population will reach its peak growth rate during 2001-06 and the 
participation of women in the labor force will probably rise, both trends, 
increasing the number of Job-seekers, India capitalizes on the enormous 
comparative advantage that is labor force potentially represent. 
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(vi) Rural-Urban Migration and Urbanization 
Although the volume of movement from farms to cities varies from 
place to place and time to time, the importance of rural-urban migration in the 
process of urbanization is well documented and appears to be an universal 
phenomena. 
It is generally believed that the people of India migrate to places which 
attract them and open new avenues for employment and material prosperity. At 
this point, the rapid migration to urban centers provides certain significant 
enquires. Immigration has been an important factor in providing labour and 
skill for urban development. These people have to overcome not only the 
obstacles of language and customs, but have to acquire urban work skill as 
well. Among people migrating from rural to urban areas are those seeking 
permanent employment, plus some who are moving to improve their education. 
Urban to urban movers include people moving up the urban hierarchy often for 
employment reasons. These have been a general decline in the importance of 
rural movement, and a rise in the importance of urban movement especially 
from rural to urban areas. 
The populations of economically advanced states such as Punjab and 
Gujarat are slightly more likely to be migrants. People enumerated in Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar are less likely to be migrants. The particularly developed 
urban system of Western India is reflected in the measures for Maharastra and 
Gujarat, where rural to urban movers a relatively high proportion of migrants. 
The estimates provided by Registrar General's Office show that 1951-
61,41 percent of the urban growth was because of rural to urban migration. 
According to these estimates, the share of rural to urban migration in urban 
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population growth declined sharply in the subsequent decades and has 
remained more or less constant during 1961-71, 1971-81, and 1981-91 (18.20 
percent). Visaria has also provided the estimates that natural increase 
contributed around 60 percent of the urban growth during 1961-71 and 1981-
91. For 1981-91 period his estimate for the contribution of rural to urban 
migration is slightly higher i.e., 28 percent compared to 20 percent as given by 
the Office of the Registrar General. All these estimates show that the 
contribution of the net re-classification of settlements has declined 
continuously in urban growth from 15 percent during 1961-71 to 13 percent in 
1971-81 and 9 percent during 1981-91. The natural increase of urban 
population is 1.44 percent during 1991-2000, which means that almost 55 
percent of the urban growth during the latest decade is caused by natural 
increase and the remaining urban growth is due to rural to urban migration.^' 
Traditional rural-urban migration exists in India as villagers seek to 
improve opportunities and life styles. In 1991, 39 million people migrated in 
rural-urban patterns of which 54% were female. Seasonal urban migration is 
also evident through out India in cities like Surat where many migrants move 
into the city during period of hardship and return to their native villages for 
events such as the harvest. 
Rural-urban migration has recorded ever-increasing trend. It has become 
a global phenomenon. Increasing rural-urban migration in most developing 
countries has major impact on urban growth, but posed numerous socio-
economic problems at urban centers and their fringe areas. A large number of 
people belonging to different religion, caste, culture, economic status assemble 
at one place. Distinctive socio-economic backgrounds of these rural-urban 
migrants not only pose the problems, such as unauthorized construction, traffic 
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problem, growth of informal activities etc but also give an impetus to urban 
development by increasing demand of services, food and other raw materials. It 
has remarkable impact on growth of population, sex-ratio, age-sex pyramid, 
occupational structure, fertility and mobility of people. 
Table-3.4: Rural-Urban and Male - Female Composition in Intra-State 
Migration 
State 
Andhra 
Pradesh 
Assam 
Bihar 
Gujarat 
Haryana 
Kamataka 
Kerala 
Madhya 
Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
1 
Orissa 
Punjab 
Rajasthan 
Tamil Nadu 
Uttar 
Pradesh 
West 
Bengal 
Rural 
Male 
(00) 
3106 
1494 
6071 
3675 
1010 
2841 
2065 
8103 
3897 
2277 
1294 
2624 
2169 
7815 
4732 
Rural 
Female 
(00) 
2886 
999 
1897 
1940 
688 
2505 
1531 
5615 
2614 
1065 
1127 
710 
1382 
3307 
1837 
Rural 
Total 
(00) 
5992 
2493 
7968 
5615 
1698 
5346 
3596 
13718 
6511 
3342 
2421 
3334 
3551 
11122 
6569 
Male-
Female 
Ratio 
52:45 
60:40 
76:24 
65:35 
59:41 
53:47 
57:43 
59:41 
60:40 
68:32 
53:47 
79:21 
61:39 
70:30 
72:28 
Urban 
Male 
(00) 
1578 
297 
698 
249 
689 
764 
677 
905 
1876 
177 
587 
520 
1079 
3781 
683 
Urban 
Female 
(00) 
1598 
144 
338 
153 
109 
539 
519 
509 
791 
40 
356 
397 
618 
2245 
583 
Urban 
Total 
(00) 
3176 
441 
1036 
402 
798 
1303 
1196 
1414 
2667 
217 
943 
917 
1697 
6026 
1266 
Male 
female 
Ratio 
50:50 
67:33 
67:33 
62:38 
86:24 
59:41 
57:43 
64:36 
70:30 
81:19 
62:38 
57:43 
64:36 
63:37 
54:46 
Source: NSSO 55* Round Report 470 
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In Andhra Pradesh female migration is on par with male migration both 
for rural and urban. In Assam urban female migration is seven percentage point 
less than that of rural female migration. In Bihar one finds higher female 
migration in the urban area than in the rural area in Gujarat urban female 
migration is three percentage point higher than rural female migration. In 
Haryana one finds very poor urban female migration. In Karnataka, Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu female migration both rural and urban are comparatively high. 
In U.P., West Bengal and Rajasthan urban female migration is comparatively 
high when compared to rural female migration. Orissa exhibits least mobility 
among its urban females. 
(a) In Southern states males and females are almost equal in number (50:50) 
in both rural and urban migration, except for 7am// Nadu where the ratio 
is 60: 40 and urban female migration is slightly lower than rural female 
migration. But when compared to the rest of the states in India southern 
states in general exhibit higher rural and urban migration among females. 
(b) The predominantly male migration states as far as rural migraiiou is 
concerned are Rajasthan (79: 21) and Bihar (76: 24). Such predominant 
male migration is witnessed in the case of Orissa in urban migration 
(81:19). 
(c) In Rajasthan females are almost in equal number (only slightly less) in 
urban migration (57: 43) while they constitute only 21% in rural 
migration. Among the less developed states Orissa is on the other 
extreme with least female participation in urban migration (81:19). 
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(d) In West Bengal urban female migrants are one and half times higher than 
rural female migrants the ratio being 54: 46 while it is only 72: 28 for 
rural migrants. U.P. also joins this list. 
(e) In the rest of the states females dominate in rural migration. 
Female migrants are more in number in rural migration in the least 
developed states while they are more in number in southern region both in rural 
and urban migration. 
In the developed states of Maharashtra and Gujarat rural to urban 
movers are higher than rural to rural movers. Except Kerala urban bound 
movement is important in the southern states reflecting generally their higher 
levels of urbanization. Punjab and Haryana show high urban to urban 
migration because of its proximity to Delhi. Because of low levels of 
urbanization states like Bihar, U.P. and Orissa witness high rural to rural when 
compared to urban to urban migration. The migration streams from Bihar. U.P. 
and Orissa are predominantly male and this is attributed to cultural or 
economic reasons. But in Maharashtra and Gujarat the migrants move with 
their families including the womenfolk. 
Concluding Remarks 
Urban growth at macro level is decelerating but in class-I cities it is 
growing. An analysis of the distribution of urban population across size 
categories reveals that the process of urbanization in India has been large city 
oriented. The urban centers as the engines of growth for the country. 
Concentration of population and economic activity in space has been 
considered crucial for leveraging certain external economies that provide a base 
for improvement in efficiency, technological innovation and access to global 
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market. The urbanization process has become more concentrated in developed 
regions with the exclusion of backward areas. 
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CHAPTER-4 
IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON URBANIZATION 
Globalization 
Globalization is the new buzzword that has come to dominate the world 
since the nineties of the last century with the end of the cold war and the 
breakup of the former Soviet Union and global trend towards the rolling ball. It 
is relatively new term used to describe a very old process. It is a historical 
process that began with our human ancestor moving out of Africa to spread all 
over the globe. It is a complex phenomenon which does not have a uniform 
character in every country. By the end of the 20**^  century, most of the social 
scientist, including anthropologist acknowledged that globalization is a 
genuinely important topic of enquiry which label a distinctive transformative 
process that appears to have taken hold in many parts of the contemporary 
world, including India. 
People around the globe are more connected to each other today than 
ever before in the history of man kind information and money flow more 
quickly than, ever. Goods and services produced in one part of the world are 
more increasingly available in all parts of the world. We live in an intensely 
interdependent world in which all the earth's peoples with their immense 
differences of culture and historical experience are compassed together in 
instant communication. This phenomenon, has been called globalization.' 
Globalization is the increasing interconnection of people and places as a 
result of advances in transport, communication and information technologies 
that causes political, economic and cultural convergence.^ 
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It is a process of interaction and integration among the people, 
companies and government of different nations, a process driven by 
information technology. This process has been effects on the environment, on 
culture, on political system, on economic development and prosperity and on 
human physical wellbeing in societies around the world. 
Globalization is not new for thousands of years, people-and later, 
corporations, have been buying from and selling to each other inlands at great 
distances, such as through the famed Silk Road across Central Asia that 
connected China and Europe during the Middle Ages. People and corporations 
have increased in enterprises to other countries. In fact many of the features of 
current wave of globalization are similar to those prevailing before the 
outbreak of the first World War in 1914 policy and technological developments 
of the past few decades have spurred increases in cross border trade, 
investment and migration so large the world has entered a qualitatively new 
phase in its economic development. Since 1950, the volume of world trade has 
increased by 20 times and from just 1997 to 1999 flows of foreign investment 
nearly doubled from 468 billion to 827 billion. Distinguishing this current wave 
of globalization from earlier ones. Thorns Friendman has said today 
globalization is "farther, faster, cheaper and deeper.^  
This current wave of globalization has been driven by policies that have 
opened economies domestically and internationally. Since the Second World 
War and especially during the past two decades, many government have 
adopted free market economic systems, vastly increasing their own productive 
potential and creating new for international trade and investment. Government 
also have negotiated dramatic reductions in barriers to commerce and have 
established international agreements to promote trade in goods, services, and 
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investment. Taking advantage of new opportunities in foreign markets, 
corporations have built foreign factories and established production and 
marketing arrangement with foreign partner. Therefore, a defining feature of 
globalization is an international, industrial and financial business structure. 
Technology has been the other principal driver of globalization. 
Advances in information technology have dramatically transformed economic 
life. Information technologies have given all sorts of individual -economic, 
actors-consumers, investors-businesses valuable new tools for identifying and 
pursuing economic opportunities, including faster and more informed analysis 
of economic trends around the world, easy transfers of assets and collaboration 
with far flying partners. 
Globalization is also the tendency of business technologies, or 
philosophies to spread throughout the world or the process of making this 
happen. The global economy is sometimes referred to as a globality, 
characterized to a totally interconnected market place, unhampered by time 
zones or national boundaries. Proponents believe that globalization has the 
potential to create greater opportunities for growth through out the world, 
benefiting the developed nations while leveling the playing field every where 
else, opponents of globalization believe that it will merely increase the 
opportunities for the wealthier nations to take advantage of the poorer ones and 
could eradicate regional diversity and lead to homogenized world culture. 
Proponents of globalization also argue that it allows poor countries and their 
citizen to develop economically and raise their standards of living, while 
opponents of globalization claim that the creation of an unfettered international 
free market has benefited multinational corporations in the western world at the 
expense of local enterprises, local cultures and common people. Resistance to 
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globalization has therefore taken shape both at a popular and at a governmental 
level. People and governments try to manage the flow of capital, labour goods 
and ideas that constitute the current wave of globalization. 
Globalization at a minimum involves the creation of a world economy 
which is not merely the sum of its national economies created by the 
international division of labor and the world market which in the present epoch 
predominates over national markets. Large scale, long term flows of capital, 
commodities, technology and labor across national boundaries define the 
process of globalization. Contemporary globalization is similar and different 
from earlier phases of the processes. It involves 'globalizing' nations and 
classes and the 'globalized'. Thus the process is embedded in a hierarchical 
system of power, exchange and benefits. The formation of a world market and 
an international division of labor involve three types of relations. 
(a) Imperialist directed exchanges with colonized and dependent nations 
(b) Inter imperialist exchanges between the dominant power 
(c) Inter dependent exchanges between non-imperialist nations and classes. 
Globalization is a highly differentiated phenomenon that has been linked 
to the concentrations and centralization of capital, wealth and power. The 
driving force has been the cooperating and competition of the imperialist 
power. 
(i) History of Giobalization: 
The word "Globalization" can be traced back to 1944. The term has 
been used by economists since 1981. Various social scientists have to 
demonstrate continuity between contemporary trends of globalization and 
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earlier period. The first era of globalization during the 19"" century was the 
rapid growth of international trade between the European imperial powers, the 
European colonies, and the United States. After World War II, globalization 
was restarted and driven by major advances in technology, which led to lower 
trading costs. 
Globalization is viewed as a centuries long process, tracking the 
expansion of human population and the growth of civilization that has 
accelerated in the past 50 years. Early form of globalization existed during the 
Roman Empire, the Parthian Empire, and the Hand Dynasty, when the silk road 
started in China, reached the boundaries of the Parthian empire, and continued 
onwards towards Rome. The Islamic Golden Age is also an example, when 
Muslim traders and explorers established an early global economy across the 
old world resulting in a globalization of crops, trade, knowledge and 
technology, and later during the Mongol Empire, when there was greater 
integration along the silk road. Global integration continued through the 
expansion of European trade, as in 16"^  and 17"^  centuries, when the Portuguese 
and Spanish Empires reached to all comers of the world after expanding to the 
America. Globalization became a business phenomenon in the 17"^  century 
when the Dutch East India Company was established, which is described as the 
first multinational corporation. The Dutch East India Company became the first 
company in the world to share high risk, involved with international trade, and 
enable joint ownership through the issuing of shares, which is an important 
driver for globalization. 
Liberalization in the 19' century is sometimes called "The First Era of 
Globalization Period", characterized by rapid growth in international trade and 
investment between the European imperial powers, their colonies and the 
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United States. "The first Era of Globalization" began to break down the 
beginning with First World War and later collapsed during the gold standard 
crisis since 1920s and early 1930s. 
Globalization since World War II was first the result of planning by 
economists, business interests and politicians who recognized the costs 
associated with protectionism and declining international economic integration. 
There were the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the 
International Monetary Fund. It has been facilitated by advances in technology 
which have reduced the costs of trade. The Uruguay round (1984 to 1995) led 
to a treaty to create the World Trade Organization (WTO), to mediate trade 
disputes and set up a uniform platform of trading. Other bi-and multilateral 
trade agreements, including sections of Europe's Maastricht Treaty and the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) have been also signed in 
pursuit of the goal of reducing tariffs and barriers to trade. 
Definition of Globalization 
The term "globalization" describes the increased mobility of goods, 
services, labor technology and capital throughout the world. Although 
globalization is not a new development, its pace has increased with the advent 
of new technologies especially in the field of telecommunication. And also 
describe growing interdependence of people around the world with regard to 
societal influence, economies and cultural exchange. 
According to Stephen Gill: "Globalization as the reduction of transaction cost 
of trans-border movements of capital and goods thus of factors of production 
and goods."^ 
121 
According to Guy Brainbant: "The process of globalization is not only 
includes opening up of world trade, development of advanced means of 
communication, internationalization of financial markets, growing importance 
of MNC's, population migrations and more generally increased mobility of 
persons, goods, capital, data and ideas but also infections, disease and 
pollution."^ 
Merrian-Webster's on line Dictionary: "Globalization the act or process of 
globalizing the state of being globalized, especially the development of an 
increasingly integrated global economy marked especially by free trade, free 
flow of capital and the tapping of cheaper foreign labour markets"/ 
Anthony Giddens: has defmed-"Globalization as the intensification of 
world wide social relations, which link distant localities in such a way that 
local happening are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice 
versa."^ 
Devid Held defines "globalization as a process which embodies a 
transformation in the spatial terms of their extensity, intensity, velocity and 
impact -generality transcontinental or inter-regional flows and netv,'ork of 
activity.'" 
"Jan Art Schoolte has argued that at least five broad definition at 
globalization can be found in the literature". 
(a) Globalization as Internationalization: 
Globalization is viewed as simply another adjective to describe cross-
border relations between countries. It describe the growth in international 
exchange and interdependence. With growing flows of trade and capital 
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investment, there is the possibility of moving beyond an international economy 
to a stronger version the globalized economy in which, distinct national 
economies are subsumed and rearticulated into the system by international 
process and transactions. 
(b) Globalization as Liberalization: 
Globalization refers to a process of removing government imposed 
restrictions of movements between countries in order to create an open. 
borderless world economy. Those who have argued with some success for the 
abolition of regulatory trade barriers and capital controls have sometimes 
clothed this in the mantles of globe. 
(c) Globalization as Universalization; 
Global is used in the sense of being world wide' and globalization is the 
process of spreading various objects and experience to people at all comer of 
the earth. An example of this would be the spread of computing, television etc. 
(d) Globalization as Westernization or Modernization 
Globalization is understood as a dynamic whereby the social structures 
of modernity (capitalism, rationalism, industrialism, bureaucratism etc), are 
spread the world over, normally destroying pre-existent cultures and local self-
determination in the process. 
(e) Globalization as Deterritorialization: 
Globalization entails a reconfiguration of geography, so that social space 
is no longer wholly mapped in terms of territorial places, territorial distances 
and territorial borders.^ 
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(in Globalization in India 
Globalization in India became a significant process since 1980s or early 
1990. India was increasingly integrated into the global economy during 1991. 
The new economic policy of India includes the three elements 
Globalization, Liberalization and Privatization. Globalization integrates Indian 
economy with the global economy through the reduction in import duties and 
export restrictions, promotion of foreign investments and permission for free 
flow of foreign technology and skills.'*^ 
Globalization is it-self global and all encompassing. It acts through 
structural adjustment process and aims at growth oriented, revolutionary and 
enormously promising development. When it encourages multinational 
corporations, all the corporates including public, private and service sector 
have no other way but to re-structure their firms. Though globalization is a 
powerful vehicle for economic growth, it poses threat to economic and social 
stability, challenges national sovereignty and tradition. 
A large nuinber of global muhinational brand such as Coca Cola, 
Google, Micro-soft have successfully operating in India. Pattern of 
consumption in India has also changed. Level of spending on the private 
consumption has been growing significantly. India is regarded as the most 
powerful consumer. Globalization in India has transformed the country's 
system. Presently India is regarded as an economy dominated country rather 
than policies driven, as it was earlier. Political dominance has fallen 
significantly these days." 
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(iii) Impact of Globalization in India 
Globalization is a set of economic process in which production, 
marketing and investment are integrated across the borders of nation. The 
liberalization and opening up of markets to the global economy is leading to 
the emergence of a single market for goods, capital, technology services, 
information and to some extent labor. It is also a socio-political process 
because of its impact on culture, governance and domestic policy. The process 
of globalization is a convergence of many institutional, legal, economy, social 
and cultural practices and processes across the borders of nations. 
Globalization is an idea of how we are looking at the world and reducing 
cultural diversity in terms of perceptions and products. It brings about profoimd 
changes in the life styles and working habits of people in their own native 
countries. The impact of globalization has been uneven and responses to in 
terms of positive and negative dimensions around the world. Its result in new 
markets, increased investments and opportunities and benefits for the 
population at large. But it increases competition and loss of some jobs. In the 
agriculture sector, it results in the abandonment of channelizing the trade to 
determine the value or the nature of imports and exports, dismantling of most 
of the quantitative restrictions on agriculture and reduction in tariffs. It also 
create many problems around the world, including AIDS, poverty hunger, debt, 
about migration, global worming and increased national and racial oppression. 
A.B. Bardhan says. Today, globalization is being pushed forward with 
incredible speed by the technological revolution. But there is nothing inevitable 
and irreversible in the form and character of present day globalization. It is 
occurring in a specific situation and is influenced and conditioned by the 
existing relations in the world economy. He also point out that globalization 
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fails to end the economic stagnation that has occurred all over the developing 
world. As privatization and globalization are pursued with frenzied speed. 
There has been a sharp decline in the economy's growth rate from 6.4 percent 
in 1999 and 5.2 percent in 2001. It has declined in agriculture, manufacturing, 
mining-indeed in all sectors. 
a) Impact on Indian Economy: 
Economic globalization has made tremendous strides in recent decades 
as evidenced in the huge expansion in world exports. Vast FDI flows and 
transnationalisation of production among other factors. It is nothing, but the 
expansion of the market to encompass the entire globe with in its sphere, in 
other words, it represent, the integration of various regional markets into a 
world market. The market means the exchange of goods and services at local 
community or neighborhood level. 
For the division of labor and resulting specialization make for greater 
efficiency and therefore better economic gains. Essentially, the same principle 
extends to the exchange of goods and services between nations and states. 
There is a strong correlation between the degree of integration of a 
national economy with the world economy and the level of per capita income 
of its population. As a consequence, the possible benefits of openness to the 
international economy by way of higher income constitute a positive or pull 
factor for a state to participate in globalization. More crucially, the drastic 
reduction in transaction costs make globalization compelling for states, indeed 
economic globalization seems virtually unavoidable for states, because of the 
negative or push factor of the ill consequence that are likely to follow from not 
participating in it. This factor exists not only in the sense of missing out on the 
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added economic growth that globaUzation may make possible, but also in the 
more profound sense that the national economy is likely to suffer from not 
participating in the more intensive international economic exchange. For 
insulation from the world economy is likely to make the national economy, 
technologically backward, technologically backwards and turn it into a more 
inefficient and high cost economy whose goods will have little attraction for 
outsiders. Failing this to take advantage of opportunities provided by the 
international market, the national economic is likely to depress economic 
growth even though it may at the same time be able to avoid the economic 
disturbances associated with the world economy. For the drastic deference in 
price prevailing internally and externally will only give rise to costly economic 
distortion, such as scarcities of goods and commodities and strong disparities in 
the real and nominal values of currencies, which in turn are likely to large scale 
both domestic and cross -borders corruption.'^  
Due to globalization and liberalization, more and more sectors opened 
up for foreign direct investments and foreign investors in telecom, roads, 
airports, insurance and other major sectors.'"* The liberalization of the domestic 
economy and the increasing integration of India with the global economy have 
helped step up GDP growth rates, which picked up from 5.6% in 1990-91 to a 
peak level of 77.8% in 1996-97. The growth rates has slumped to the lowest 
level 4.3% in 2002-03 because of the worst draughts in two decades the growth 
rates are expected to go up close to 70% in 2003-04. Now India is fastest 
growing just after China.*^ 
The Indian economy is passing through a difficult phase caused by 
several unfavorable domestic and external developments. Domestic out-put and 
demand conditions were affected by poor performance in agriculture in the past 
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two years. The global economy experienced an overall deceleration and 
recorded an out-put growth of 2.4% during the past year growth in real GDP in 
2001-02 was 5.4% as per the economic survey in 2000-01. India's export and 
import in the year 2001-02 was to the extent of 32,572 and 38,362 million 
respectively. Many Indian companies have started at the level of International 
scene. Agriculture exports account for about 13 to 18% of the total annual of 
annual export of the country. Cereals, oil seeds, tea and coffee are the other 
prominent products each of which accounts, nearly 5 to 10% of the countries 
total agricultural exports. 
Despite this progress, poverty remains one of the most serious 
international challenges. Today 4.8 billion people still live in extreme poverty 
in developing country. India has to concentrate on five important areas for 
reducing poverty. The areas like technological entrepreneurship, new business 
openings for small and medium enterprise, importance of quality management, 
new prospects in rural areas and privatization of financial institutions. 
The implications of globalization for a national economy are many. 
Globalization has intensified interdependence and competition between 
economies in the world market. This is reflected to interdependence in regard 
to trading in goods and services and in movements of capital. As a result, 
domestic economic developments are not determined by domestic policies and 
market condition. They are influenced by both domestic and international 
policies and economic conditions. 
(b) Impact on Agriculture; 
"The emerging trends towards urbanization in a more spatially dispersed 
pattern in the Indian context is not good. This involved reduction of labour 
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force in agriculture and contributes less to national income and a corresponding 
increase in the non-farm employment in rural and urban areas." (Subramaniya, 
Globalization resulted in the neglect of agriculture that affected the 
vulnerable classes of rural society in their employment conditions, income and 
consumption pattern, their education and health status. The small and marginal 
farmers are affected by globalization because of the reduction in the fertilizer 
and chemical subsides and in the budget for Poverty Alleviation Programme as 
well as shift of area under food production to export oriented commercial 
crops. The disintegration of rural economy brought about by globalization lead 
to the disintegration of village communities, their society, culture and religious 
aspects. 
Indian Villages and Rural Poor; 
Today, 74 percent of India's population lives in village. There livelihood 
mainly depends on agriculture and related activities. Globalization is playing a 
crucial role in the economic development of India by providing food and raw 
materials, employment to 2/3 of work force, capital for development and 
surplus for national development. The Indian agrarian structure is dominated 
by 90 percent of small and marginal farmers. These farmers and agricultural 
laborers constitute the vast majority of rural society. In the villages, formers are 
not much aware of global economic system. Most of the food crops are 
converted into ash crops. Sugarcane farmers are getting advance loan from 
banks and MNCs. They used to supply hybrid seedlings, fertilizers and highly 
advanced equipment. This equipment utility reduced the human labor force. 
Hence the rural people are shifting from place to place for want of labor for 
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their livelihood. Natural manure is replaced by synthetic fertilizers. As, there is 
a shift from food crops to export crops, the prices of food items and also the 
prices of clothing, housing, transportation, health etc went on high and the poor 
people could not buy from their meager income. So people were forced to 
consume less of even basic necessities. 
In the era of globalization, the rural societies can adopt certain strategies 
for safe guarding their existence, livelihood and culture. The strategies include: 
> Mobilization of the small formers for regional companies 
> Establishing a mechanism, to challenge the MNCs. 
> Setting goals with specified objectives, so that they reach the grass 
root level of the rural society 
> Creating common understanding and purpose among the people in all 
the sectors ot the societ>'. 
(c) Impact on Gender: 
Women have been the subordinate gender in most of the history that we 
know and they are still the second sex in all countries without exception. As 
women have been subordinated through out their life. They have less control 
over resources, including their own bodies in all societies and that continue to 
be so every where. Issues of gender equity and justice assume added 
significance in the context of interface between new economic policy package 
and the politico economic process. 
It is clear that the interests, risks and opportunities resulting from 
globalization affect different groups of women differently what will benefit 
some women will have a negative impact on others. The relatively poor, in 
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particular women are found in the service sector, which tend to be more labour 
intensive. A challenge is to devise ways in which these services can be 
'connected' with the operations of Foreign Direct Investment and with 
international market, so that women can share in the benefits of the 
globalization process. 
Growing economies expand the labour market and increase women's 
economic activity. The pattern of economic growth and employment generation 
has especially benefited young women with some secondary education problem 
faced by women. 
Privatization of industries is a reason for discrimination against women, 
where educated women in cities get jobs in service sector and also made 
progress in the information technology. Downplaying of labor rights and jobs 
security requirement have been seen as unfavorable for all workers including 
women workers. These are less security in jobs and women sometime centime 
to lose opportunities and be disadvantaged. 
Forced migration induced by globalization policies, makes women 
vulnerable to exploitation since they are not equipped with education or skilled 
labour. Poverty is the single largest factor that induces migration abject 
poverty, feminized in composition, has resulted in mass migration amongst 
women and girl children in most third world countries. This migration may be 
in direct search for jobs or facilitated through marriage. The supply of imigrant 
women and girls provides for labour demand in the unorganized sector but also 
feeds institutionalized position. 
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Globalization. Gender and Growth of Service Sector; 
Changes in services employment are attributed to the effects of 
globalization. It has a two fold effect on women's employment opportunities. 
First, new jobs are being created information based industries, which use 
telecommunications infrastructures to access cheap, educated female labor in 
developing countries for operations, such as data processing much as the 
improvement in international physical transportation facilitated expansion 
earlier of production, capacity in clothing and electronics in developing 
countries. 
Secondly, globalization is facilitating the establishment in developing 
countries of branches of service sector transnational corporations, such as 
banks and insurance companies selling to consumers, and specialist producer 
services (eg:- advertising, accounting legal services meeting the needs of other 
enterprises. 
In all these cases, new employment is created locally in the service 
sector spread across both low and high skilled grade. Gender biases in 
educational provision in developing countries where by are concentrated in arts 
and humanities subjects, and in professional, areas such as the law, land 
support to speculation that expansion of trade -related service may represent an 
important new source of relatively well paid employment opportunities for 
women in the future. 
(d) Impact on Education; 
Globalization has a wide ranging potential to influence all sectors of 
development. Beside its impact on the pace and pattern of economic 
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development, it has also a multi-dimensional impact on the system of 
education. Education is an important investment in building human capital that 
is a driver for technological innovation and economic growth. It is only through 
improving the educational status of a society. In the post industrialized world, 
the advanced countries used to derive the major proportion of their national 
income not from agriculture and industry but from the service sector. Since the 
service sector is based on imparting skills or training to the students and youth, 
the education sector must pro\'ide gainful employment, so that the sector is 
developed in a big way. The modem advances in information technology have 
revolutionized the content of knowledge and the processes of educational 
transaction. The ever-growing use of electronic media has brought education to 
the doorsteps of the common man. Information processing technologies 
provide an efficient fi-amework for the storage, management, analysis and 
application of information. In this process, the education may be called 
'computational paradigm'. An important component of globalization in relation 
of education is the need for producing higher quality manpower that can 
successfully face competition in the world ma'-kets. This would be naturally 
relevant to secondary and higher education, because education at the primary 
level has been considered as the fundamental right of every child in the 
relevant age group. It would be also necessary to grant financial and other 
incentives to the meritorious students, so that want of resources is not an 
impediment in their ascent towards the highest forms of education. 
Globalization is the inevitability of internationalization of the 
educational system, particularly at the higher education stage. This is not only 
in India but has become worldwide phenomenon. World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and the inclusion of educational services under the General Agreement 
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on Trade in Services (GATS) has given a boost to the internationalization of 
higher education.'^ 
There are several merits of internationalization of education. 
> Education will improve if it is internationalized and healthy competition 
takes place. 
> It will provide global opportunities and promote international goodwill. 
> It will encourage exchange of scholars. 
Education is a part of globalization process under the umbrella of 
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). Several teachers 
organizations are opposing the inclusion of education in the GATS. There is an 
emerging threat from the process of globalization in recent times. Arun 
Nigvekar of the World Bank's Task Force 2000, said that "Globalization can 
lead to unregulated and poor quality higher education, with the world wide 
marketing of fraudulent degrees or other so called higher education 
credentials".^' 
The new United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government's stand on a 
common school system for India that was recommended by the Kothari 
Commission (1966) decided that children of the poor and socially 
disadvantaged have been denied English Medium School Education. Rajiv 
Gandhi introduced the National Policy on Education in 1986 (NPE_1986) and 
its accompanying Programme of Action that promised child centered, free and 
compulsory education up to the age of 14 years by 1995. The revised 
formulation of such NPE, made in the 1992, also talked about the same theme 
of free and compulsory education and it focused on 'satisfactory quality' 
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education. The 86'*' constitutional amendment act in 2002 that made the 
elementary education a fundamental right and has promised the same education 
to all those between the ages of 6 year and 14 year in the country. In the wake 
of globalization process and to cope up with the changing priorities of the 
people, the planners are bound to revise their strategies in the education sector. 
There are several view points of conflicting nature expressed by the captains of 
industry and education like Azim Premji, Prof N.S. Ramaswamy, Kabir 
Mustafa and others. The common education reforms that were endorsed by 
some of the eminent industrialists and academics include.^ ^ 
Liberalize and deregulate the educational system to encourage 
promotion of new schools, colleges, vocational and other institutions of higher 
education. Central and State govenmient should change their roles within the 
education system, reinventing themselves as facilitating and supervisory 
organization teachers training, infrastructure and syllabuses need to be urgently 
upgraded. 
The rapid growth of the software development and electronic 
communications industries is one of the most important achievements of Indian 
industry in post independent. Because of the stronghold English language in 
MNCs and corporate circles, these divided rural and urban in the field of 
education F.C. Kohli, the vice chairman of Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
recommended, that through the wider use of computers and technology, 
curriculums and faculties can be shared by schools and college across the 
country. A variety of private educational 'entrepreneurs' are promoted 
internationally recognized institutions of higher education, such as S.P. Jain 
Institute of Management in Business School, Bombay, Mahavir Academy of 
Technical Science and Presidency College Bangalore and the Great Laks 
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Institute of Management Chennai and others. There are all certain recent trends 
that undermine the very social obligations of our governments. 
There is a strong apprehension that privatization would lead to 
commercialization of education. Altbach (2000) pointed out that "the 
motivation for establishing Private Institutions is always to make money. 
British and Australian Institutions have been active internationally as a way of 
making up for budget cuts at home". 
The economic reforms have resulted in freezing the public funds to 
many institutions and in stagnating the expenditure on education. Thus 
educational sector has been more commonly described as not service sector but 
education industry. Commercialization of education is the order of the day. 
Commercial institution are offering specialized education in every where. In 
view of globalization many corporate universities both foreign and Indian are 
encroaching upon our government institutions. These institutions turn self 
financing which would be affordable to the same top layer of the society. 
Corporatization has transformed the education sector into an enterprise for 
profit. 
Thus, each country should decide about the nature and extent of 
globalization that can be constructively introduced in their socio-economic and 
education systems. This is more in the field of education, which is intimately 
concerned with the development of human capital. Ultimately hastly 
involvement in the global educational market can end up in harming the vital 
interest of students and particularly of poor and down trodden for generation to 
come. 
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(e) Impact on Indian Culture 
Culture is manifested in music, literature, painting, sculpture, theaters, 
film and other things 
The cultural changes could be divided into two categories. 
> Those which concern the substantive structure of culture and its 
relationship with social institution. 
> Those which refer to the process of change in culture, especially 
engendered by the forces of globalization, telecommunication revolution 
and the emergence of market economy in a qualitatively new form. 
Globalization expands the scope and speed of cultural integration across 
societal boundaries, the incidence of migration and emergence of the cultural 
diaspora bring about intense cultural, social and economic interactions. This is 
made possible due to the telecommunication revolution related as there are to 
the possibilities of cultural course of such cultural contacts. 
Most revolutionary aspect of cultural, social and economic globalization 
is reflected in the advances in technology of communication. The electronic 
media of communication such as radio, television computer networks are 
modes of communication which are revolutionizing the banking, trade and 
management practices, uses of culture, leisure, and most other modes of inter-
cultural and inter-group communicative actions. It is possible to have 
individual to individual, group to individual and group to group communication 
contact globally. Most of these media transcend the territorial national cultural 
boundaries. The notions of times, space and symbolism of culture undergo new 
transformation of meanings under the impact of these new telecommunication 
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technologies. Its impact on cultures -local, regional and national is 
multifaceted and can be integrative as well as disraptive. These changes play a 
strategic role in the process of social, economic and technological development 
of society. 
Indian culture, which means Hindu culture, Hindu religion, Hindu 
society, Hindu civilization, Hindu way of life are most affected by the forces of 
globalization today. The unbridled expansion of western culture has continues 
at an accelerated rate along with the denigration and decline of Hindu culture, 
civilization, religion, art, literature, and customs. According to the missionaries 
who came to India to play second fiddle to the British imperial, rulers, 
Christianity was the only true religion. All other religion like Hinduism, 
Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism and many other traditional faiths and religions in 
India had to be eliminated to save the souls of India and Indians. All facet and 
all aspects of Hindu religion and Hindu society were dismissed. Along with 
Christian religion came the rest of British or Western culture, thought and 
customs and the gradual end of traditional ways of life. Thus our traditional 
religions and cultures were gradually eliminated. The new Indian converts to 
Christianity were encouraged not only to give up their religion but their culture, 
which often had religion or spiritual implications as well.'^ '' 
Native Indian people were helped to learn the skills of veneer of English 
civilization by becoming modem and rational. Western Civilization claims to 
support diversity is only promoting a worldwide monoculture, the same basic 
values, institutions and points of view for everyone which is calls 
Globalization. 
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Globalization of culture also contributes to homogenization of its style 
and practice. In several cultural fields a fusion of styles, contents and forms of 
culture is taking place. This is reflected in increased tendency towards 
cartelization in languages, attempt towards fusion of style in music, dance, 
painting, architecture and several other fields of culture. There is no 
replacement of the original forms with the experimental ones that attempts to 
fusion. 
Globalization process in some respects not only encourages and leads to 
homogenization of local and regional cultures but also creates the urge among 
the local and regional cultures to acquire a global reach in celeberation of its 
identities. This pattern is not confined only to rituals, consumption, style or 
other aspects of culture. It also shapes the cultural identity of people across 
various regions and localities in India through the cultural values and 
ideologies. Their exposure to global cultural values and practices, their 
participation in institutional and organizational structures that globalization 
makes imperative and their adoption of values and behaviours commensurate 
with such activities which do not seem to bring about any meaningful extent of 
erosion of their cultural identities.^ ^ 
(iv) Impact of Globalization over Urbanization 
Urbanization is an index of transformation from traditional rural 
economies to modem industrial one India is among the countries of low level 
of urbanization. Number of urban agglomeration and town has given from 1827 
in 1901 and 1561 in 2001. Number of population residing in urban area has 
increased from 2.58 crores in 1901 to 28.53 crores in 2001. Only 28% of 
population was living in urban areas as per 2001 census. Urbanization is a 
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product of demographic explosion and poverty included rural-urban migration. 
It is occurring not due to urban pull but due to rural push. Globalization, 
liberalization and privatization are addressing negative process for 
Urbanization in India.^ ^ 
The vast urban expansion in developing countries has global 
implication. Cities are already the locus of nearly all major economic, social, 
demographic and environmental transformation. The impact of globalization on 
city growth patterns marks a critical difference between past and present 
transitions. Cities are the main beneficiaries of globalization, the progressive 
integration of the world's economies, people follow jobs, which follow 
investment and economic activities. They are increasingly concentrated in and 
around dynamic urban areas, large and small. Some large cities are still 
growing at a rapid rate. In a globalized economy rapid growth may be a sign of 
success rather than a cause for apprehension. 
Smaller cities may benefited from the worldwide trend towards political 
and administrative decentralization, under which national government are 
developing some of their powers and revenue raising authority to local 
governments. This opens up new opportunities for each local government to 
display its unique advantages, attracting investment and economic activity 
Globalization may encourage this process because there is less need to 
concentrate certain economic activities, where economic growth will occur. 
The process of globalization and the global changes affecting the 
development of the cities. Cities comprise a paradox. They embody the leading 
centers of development, but they are also a fertile soil for social exclusions and 
environmental problems. 
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Globalization generates new challenges in preparing strategies for urban 
development because it threatens to exacerbate urban environmental pollution 
and natural resource degradation.^' 
Urban envirormient encompasses the interactions of population, growth, 
city management and the built environment with the natural environment or 
ecological system in which city is located. Urban environment also links other 
parameters of the urban puzzle like health, energy, infrastructure and land use. 
A fundamental dimension of sustainable development is sustaining the growth 
and development of the city, while balancing the benefits with complex 
ecological systems and the global environment. 
The effect of globalization will profoundly affect the future development 
of the urban centers and cities. Therefore-
> Use the forces of globalization constructively by assessing the local 
potential and integrating this strategies for urban development. 
> Co-ordinate strategies for urban development and support partnership 
between public, private and NGO's. 
> Use regional and urban identities in adapting to global change. 
> Develop innovative and sustainable long-term perspectives in which 
city's potential strength are linked to regional competence and culture. 
> Use the global trends to shape the urban environment. 
> Good urban governance and management is required in view of 
globalization.^^ 
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The silver lining is that the increased pace of urbanization and its 
linkages to economic globalization have reinvigorated interest in good urban 
governance and management and its links to economic growth. Good urban 
governance and management is one of the main pillars of sustainable cites. 
Good governance is primarily through community participation, private sector 
involvement and NGO's action. The combined efforts of economic, social, 
political, cultural and ethical factors define the fundamental of good 
governance i.e. fiscal discipline, fair and transparent resource allocation, 
effective and predictable regulatory system, independent and just mechanism 
for conflict resolution, strategic planning, safety and security for all, open 
information flows and ethical behaviour. 
The good governance in the backdrop of effects of globalization on urban 
environmental involves: 
> Provision for basic environmental services like sanitation, solid waste 
collection and disposal management. 
> Provision for better environmental management like preventing 
ecosystem degradation, ozone depletion. 
> Improving environmental quality by imposing emission charges on 
pollution. 
> Provision for environmental justice like access to clean water and air. 
> Specific laws to deal with environmental deterioration. 
> Effective tools to protect urban poor against global market hazards. 
> Community involvement becomes more critical to effectively deals with 
environmental problems.^ ^ 
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The world is urbanizing and will continue to do so and preventing 
urbanization is neither possible nor desirable. So what is required is better 
urban environmental governance and management in view of globalization. 
Contemporary globalization has in many ways drawn attention to Indian 
cities. For many decades the urban places in the nationalist imagination 
remained ambivalent, but the decades of the 1990's has been a series of 
concentrated for Indian cities like temporal compression, spatial transformation 
and a vast new mediascope that now envelops cities almost like an all 
pervasive skin. Cities have borne the brunt of the new globalization both in 
transformative and imaginative terms. With changes in infrastructure social 
arrangement and constant expansion, today the new focus on cities in India 
cannot but reveal a paradox. From the post independence, India is giving way 
to a splintered urbanite sprawl in the main metropolitian cities. In these cities, 
push for privatized decoupling of infrastructures, transportation design 
privilege, the automobile flyovers and private toll high ways to facilitate rapid 
travel to the suburbs, these reflects a large global process of rapid urban 
transformation in the contemporary period. '^ 
The global literature has engaged with the new urbanism. This is 
geography of globalization which focuses on network and flows, aided by rapid 
communication networks, flows of financial capital transforming urban spaces. 
Sassikia Sassen (2001) says that the new geography of centrality and 
marginality has emerged globally with financial centres concentrated in certain 
core cities with a large increasingly disfranchised low end workforce helping 
provide services and backup. These services financial, legal and operational are 
subject to a high degree of centralization in global cities, managed by 
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expatriate elite that runs a global network of service subcontractors and 
processing firms. 
Concluding Remarks 
After above discussion we can say that globalization is a newly 
emerging phenomenon. It has been defined as "a set of process by which the 
world is rapidly being integrated into one economic space with increased 
international trade, the internalization of production and financial markets, the 
internalization of a commodity culture promoted by an increasingly networked 
global telecommimication. Globalization transcends socio-economic and 
political barriers. It is not only a process integrating the economy but also 
culture, technology and governance. It is giving rise to new markets, foreign 
exchange and capital markets linked globally, new tools, internet links, cellular 
phones, media network, new actors the WTO with authority over national 
government. 
Globalization has a wide ranging potential to influence all sectors of 
development. Beside its impact on the pace and pattern of economic 
development, it has a multidimensional impact on the system of education. It 
has underlined the need for reforms in the educational system with particular 
reference to the wider utilization of information technology, giving 
productivity dimension to the educational system and emphesis on research and 
development. Globalization has intensified interdependence and competition 
between economies in the world market. As a result domestic economic 
development are not determined by domestic policies and market condition. It 
expands the scope and speed of cultural integration across the societal 
boundaries. Globalization of culture also contributes to homogenization of its 
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style and practice. The process of globalization effect the development of 
cities. It addressing negative process for urbanization in India. Under 
globalization survival and existence of the poor and affected adversely. 
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CHAPTERS 
CONCLUSION 
It has been observed that generally social analyst agree with the dictum 
that major social changes are taking place more rapidly now than that of any 
earlier period of time. Some of the important social changes that are taking 
place in the modem world have created and are creating massive shift in social 
structure throughout the world. Urbanization is one of such important changes. 
According to Encyclopaedia of social science "Urbanization is 
characterised by movement of people from small communities concern chiefly 
or solely with agriculture to other communities generally larger where activities 
are primarily centre in government trade, manufacture and allied interests".' 
Thus, urbanization may be characterised by self-evident factors like-
> Mobility of population from agricultural to non-agricultural areas. 
> Concentration of population in a new place of habitation or a place 
characterised by a new way of life. 
> Variety of occupations other than agriculture and continued mobility in 
these occupations, mobility both vertical and horizontal. 
> A particular mode of habitation and non- agricultural pattern of economy, 
(such as industrial, commercial etc). 
Thus, we may call urbanization is the process of transforming rural areas 
in to the urban areas. Here a very important question arises what is urban? It 
means one will have to follow the city as a concept. Its constituting elements 
are population, density, structure, means of transformation and heterogeneity. 
Many sociologist identified urban area as in terms of city. Louis Wirth^ has 
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identified it in terms of size, density and heterogeneity. So urban means city, 
but in sociology we prefer to call it urban. 
Somebert says, "city is a place which has become so large that people no 
longer know each other" .^ According to him, urban area is large both interms 
of area and interms of people and social relations are very weak. 
Sorokin and Zimmerman have assembled eight characteristics to explain 
the urban area.'' Occupation. Environment, Size of community, Density of 
population. Heterogeneity of population. Social differentiation and Social 
stratification, Mobility' and system of interaction. 
Thus, Urbanization simply indicates becoming urban i.e. non-rural. 
This study is primarily based on secondary data particularly Census 
Data Other sources of data such as National Sample Survey, Techno-Economic 
Survey etc have also been utilized. 
The present work has examined and analyzed social, economic 
demographic geographical and rural-urban migration aspect of urbanization in 
Post-Independent India. 
In chapter 1 the investigator discussed at length the conceptual 
framework of the urbanization. Urbanization elaborating its characteristics and 
importance of the study and the relations between urbanization and urbanism. 
Urbanism is a way of life of the people, who live in urban areas tend to be 
highly mobile, there are weak bond between them, pace of life is faster, large 
number of people live in close proximity to one another without knowing most 
other personally. Most contact between city dwellers are fleeting and partial 
rather than being satisfying relationships in themselves. Urbanization is a 
structural process of change which means the movement of people from rural 
to urban places of residence, they become urban in their life. 
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There is a great deal of confusion in the use of the term urbanization and 
urbanism. Urbanism represents a particular way of life contrast with that of 
rural agriculturally dominated communities, while urbanization refers to the 
process where by a traditionally rural bond community wholly or partially 
moves to adopt a different patterns of living. Investigator discussed in this 
chapter, how it is by and large concerned with demographer, policy makers. 
administrators and planners. She has done review of literature from 1960 to 
2007 in which many articles, journals and books are summarized. In these 
review, investigator find that urbanization is one of the major forces of change 
in society, especially recent time and it is an integral aspect of social and 
economic development. But many problems arise today, due to urbanization. A 
more basic problem is accelerating rate of urban population growth. During the 
1991-2001 million plus cities grew at the rate of 3.25% and 2.88% 
respectively. Globalization, liberalization and privatization are negative process 
of urbanization in India. Globalization not only resulted in rapid economic 
growth but affected cities in different ways, primarily by the growth of Foreign 
Direct Investment. 
Chapter 2 is "Urbanization in India". In this chapter investigator 
discussed the emergence of new cities and towns since ancient period. In this 
period urbanization was synonymous with the origin and rise of civilization. 
The begiimings of urbanization in India go back 2350 B.C. to the Indus Valley 
region and Harappan Civilization. From 3300 to 1700 B.C.. this Bronze Age 
Civilization was followed by the Iron Age Vadic Period, which witnessed the 
rise of major kingdom known as Janapadas and Mahajanapadas. The growth of 
Janapadas and empires encouraged the urbanization. The more important 
categories of towns were Rajadhaniya Nagar, Sthaniya Nagar, Kharvatana, 
Kheta, Putabhedana, Nigama, Pattana and Dronamukha. After Mauryan Period 
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in 4* Century A.D. Gupta Period came. This period was known as the "Golden 
Age of India". 
From the medieval period to British period, urbanization was related to 
the rise and fall of kingdoms, dynasties and empires and this in effects. The 
over all urban system of this time was dominated by 16 large cities in medieval 
period (Mughal Period). After Mughal, British came in India in 1639. After 
1800 A.D., the course of urbanization in all parts of India was determined by 
British colonial policies and social attitude. During British rule over India, the 
administrative factor played an important role in the process of urbanization. In 
1941, there were 49 one lakh cities and all around 2500 towns in India.^  
Urbanization has entered the most important phase in the Post-
Independence Period (1947). This period is notable for rapid urbanization 
particularly of one lakh and one million cities. Rural urban migration is the 
most important component of the urban growth in most developing countries. 
Large city growth is an important characteristics of India's urbanization. Large 
cities just as million plus, metropolitan or mega cities. There were 12 metro 
cities in 1981 in India. This number increased to 23 in 1991 and 35 in 2001. 
About 38 percent of country's urban population live in the metro cities. Urban 
areas are net contributors to Gross Domestic Products. The National Institute of 
Urban Affairs estimates that urban India currently contributes between 50% to 
60% well above the level of urbanization. The economic growth of the country 
is highly dependent on the strength of urban areas and their ability to attract 
investments, increased productivity and continues to provide the focus for 
service sector activity. 
Urbanization is necessary to bring about fast economic growth in the 
India. The pattern of urbanization is characterised by concentration of people 
and activities in large cities. The growing urbanization in the country has made 
151 
an urgent call for providing housing and other facilities to the urban poor. For 
this, the Planning Commission, and local bodies make many plans. One of the 
most important plan is the Five Year Plan in India which made, developed, 
executed and monitored by the Planning Commission after Independence. In 
the Five Year Plan many policies and schemes launched for the urban people 
such as National Building Organization, Town Country Planning Organization, 
Housing and Urban Development Corporation, The Urban Land (Ceiling and 
Regulation) Act 1976, Integrated Development of Small and Medium Town, 
Urban Poverty Alleviation Scheme etc. 
The chapter 3 is "The Trends of Urbanization in India". In this chapter 
investigator discussed urbanization at the macro level. It is a process by which 
villages turn into towns and towns into cities and so on. It produces a new type 
of civilization and a new culture, which is distinct from rural societies. The 
degree of urbanization is regarded at the level of socio-economic development. 
It facilitates process of modernizations, the spread of science and the attitude of 
economic rationality. Urban growth at macro-level is decelerating but in class-I 
cities, it is growing. 
,^ ^-^n analysis of the distribution of urban population across size categories 
reveal that the process of urbanization in India has been large city oriented. The 
urban system has developed around four district metropolises in response to its 
politico economic system, transport and communication networks and level of 
economic development. The western region depicts a higher urbanization level 
with Mumbai as the major city followed by Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Pune, Surat 
and Vadodara. The eastern region with Kolkata as its primate city is marked 
followed by Patna, Ranchi, Jamshedpur, Dhanbad and Guwahati. Delhi has 
been the dominant city in the northern region followed by Kanpur, Lucknow, 
Jaipur, Varanasi, Agra, Allahabad and Chandigarh. The Southern region is fast 
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developing with Chennai as a major city followed by Bangalore, Hyderabad, 
Coimbatore, Cochine and Thiruvananthapuram. Thus, the country comprises of 
four macro-regional urban system under which the economic and urban space 
are structured and have developed over the years. 
The National Commission on Urbanization says that urbanization in 
India as a process whereby surplus population of workers from rural areas 
resettles in urban centers, where non-agricultural job opportunities are 
available. 
India's reasonable recent progress at the macro-level marks a diversity 
of experiences at the state level. The advanced industrial states of Gujarat, 
Maharastra, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal exhibit low levels of agricultural 
productivity and increases industrial activity. The current rate of urban 
infrastructure investment is altogether inadequate to sustain the demand of a 
modernizing, industrializing and increasingly urban economy. The growth rate 
of urban population is important from demographic point of view. The 
composition of population may be examined in terms of sex ratio, a common 
and most unambiguous demographic category. On the basis of geographical 
point of view, urbanization refers to a process of transformation. The trends of 
urbanization in the backward states have been different from that of relatively 
developed states. Many of the developed states have registered urban growth 
above the national average. 
Urbanization has been much associated with industrialization. Cities 
evolved originally as markets or trading centers. Between 1971 and 2001 the 
15-59 working age population grew faster than the population as a whole. 
Employment growth rates in trade, construction, financial, services and 
transport, storage and communication have increased, along with their share of 
employment. 
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Migration is the most important factor for the urbanization. People 
generally migrate to places which attract them and open new avenues for 
employment and material prosperity. Immigration has been an important factor 
in providing labour and skill for urban development. 
The chapter 4 is "Impact of Globalization on Urbanization". 
Globalization is a newly emerging phenomenon. Globalization has been 
defined as a set of process by which the world is rapidly being integrated into 
one economic space with increased international trade, the internationalization 
of production and financial markets, internalization of a commodity culture 
promoted by an increasingly networked global communication. It is the 
increasing interconnection of people and places as a result of advances in 
transport and information technologies. It transcends socio-economic and 
political barriers. It is giving rise to new markets, foreign exchange and capital 
markets linked globally new tools, internet links, cellular phones, media 
network, new actors, the WTO with authority over national government. In 
India, globalization became a significant process in the late 1980s or early 
1990. India was increasingly integrated into the global economy during 1991. 
The new economic policy of India includes the three elements, Globalization, 
Liberalization and Privatization. Globalization integrates Indian economy with 
the global economy through the reduction in import duties and export 
restrictions, promotion of foreign investments and permission for free flow of 
foreign technology and skills. 
Globalization has a wide ranging potential to influence all sectors of 
development. Due to globalization, the liberalization of the domestic economy 
and the increasing integration of India with the global economy have helped 
step up GDP growth rates, which picked up from 5.6% in 1990-91 to a peak 
level of 77.8% in 1996-97. The global economy experienced an overall 
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deceleration and recorded an out-put growth of 2.4%. During the past year 
growth in real GDP in 2001-02 was 5.4% as per the Economic Survey in 2000-
01. India's export and import m the year extent of 32,572 and 38,362 million 
respectively. Despite this progress, poverty remains one of the most serious 
international challenges 
Globalization resulted in the neglect of agncultuie that affected the 
vulnerable classes of rural societ\ in their employment conditions, income and 
consumption patterns, their education and health status Beside this, it has a 
multidimensional impact on the system of education Globalization is the 
inevitability of internalization of the educational system, particularly at the 
higher educational stage This is not only in India but has become worldwide 
phenomenon. Education is a part of globalization process under the umbrella of 
General Agreement on Trade in Service Seveidl teachcis organizations are 
opposing the inclusion of education in the GATS There is an emerging threat 
from the process of globalization in recent times. Globalization expands the 
scope and speed ot cultuial mtegiation across the ^ocietdl boundaries 
Globalization of cultuie also contributes to homogenization of its style and 
practice. 
Urbanization is an index transformation from traditional rural economies 
to modem industrial one India is among the countries of low level ot 
urbanization. Number of urban agglomeration and towns ha\e given from 1827 
in 1901 to 1561 in 20U1 Only 28°^ o of population was living in uiban areas as 
per 2001 Census Globalization is addiessmg negative process for urbanization 
in India. The vast uiban expansion in developing countiies have global 
implication. The impact of globalization on city's growth patterns mark a 
critical difference between past and present transitions. Cities are the main 
beneficiaries of globalization, the progiessive integration of the world's 
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economies. The process of globalization and the global changes affects the 
development of the cities. Cities comprise a paradox. Globalization generates 
new challenges in preparing strategies for urban development because it 
threatens to exacerbate urban environment population and natural resource 
degradation. 
Reference: 
1. Encylopaedia of Social Science vol. XV, The Macmillan Company, new 
York (1934), p. 189. 
2. Wirth Louis (1964), Urbanism as a Way of Life. Chicago Universit\ 
Press, Chicago. 
3. Bergel E.E. (1955), Urban Sociology, McGraw Hill Co., New York 
4. Ibid 
5. Ramachandran, R. (1991) Urbanization and Urban. System m India. 
Oxford University Press. New Delhi. 
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(I) GENERALIZATION 
> Urbanization is a universal process. It is also a process of population 
redistribution from rural to urban communities, which means the 
movement of people from rural to urban places of lesidence It implies 
changes in the nature of people's activities, m the population distribution 
according to types of settlements, in the population concentration of 
man's activities in shaping of urban way of life and its gi owing influence 
on the other sections of population. 
> The process of urbanization is intimately related w ilh industrialization, 
westernization, modernization and globalization All these aie indices of 
change in different aspects of society 
> Urbanization is characterized by increasing secondary group 
relationships, voluntary associations, a plurality of norms and values with 
respect to secularization and segementary role, greater chances of social 
mobility, developed mode of communication and information 
> According to 2001 Census, there are 285 million urban population and 35 
metropolitan cities in Indias these included Calcuiia. \luinbai, Delhi. 
Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad. Kanpui Pune, Nagpur. 
Lucknow, Jaipur etc Fhe proportion of urban population moie increased 
from 38 to 69 percent in class I cities having population ol 100,000 and 
above during 1941 to 2001 rather than class II, III and cla^s I\ ' cities 
> Due to urbanization, industrialization, progress of tiade and commerce, 
development of transportation and communication more people go to the 
city. The expansion of urban centre has also given rise to variety of 
problems, like overcrowding, pollution, housing shortage, slums, crime, 
juvenile delinqumcy. high divorce rate and social disorganization. 
> The rapid growth of one million cities has brought in its wake a large set 
of problems. Rural urban fringe has emerged around most of the larger 
cities. The provision of basic amenities to slum dwellers and the fringe 
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villages poses a major problem to the city administration. Nearly half of 
the population in 2001 Mumbai (49%), Koikata 32%, Delhi 18% and 
Chennai 17% were living in slums. 
The urban system in India has developed around four distinct 
metropolises in response to its politico-economic s>stem, transport and 
communication network and level of economic development. Mumbai in 
west, Koikata in east, Delhi in north and Chennai in south. But Western 
India is more urbanized than eastern part of India and South India 
continued to be more urbanized than North India, due to factors 
associated with resource potential of the concerned areas and history 
modem urbanization. 
The process of urbanization in post- independence period was the fastest 
during 1971-1981. The size of urban population increased from around 
109 million in 1971 to around 160 million in 1981. The number of urban 
centers increased from 3126 in 1971 to 4029 in 1981. The size of urban 
population n 2001 increased 285 million. 
The rural-urban migration is the most important factor of the 
urbanization. The people of India migrate to places which attract them 
and open new avenues for employment and material prosperity. The rapid 
migration to urban centers provide certain significant enquires. 
Immigration has been important factor in providing labour and skill for 
urban development. During 1991-2000, almost 55 percent people 
migrated in rural urban pattern. Distinctive socio-economic backgrounds 
of these rural-urban migrants not only pose the problems, such as 
unauthorized construction, traffic problem, growth of informal activates 
etc. but also give an impetus to urban development by increasing demand 
of services, food and other raw materials. 
Globalization has a wide ranging potential to influenced all sectors of 
development. It addressing the negative process for urbanization in India. 
Cities are main beneficiaries of globalization because of progressive 
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integration of world economies, people follow jobs and there are 
increasingly concentrated in and around dynamic urban areas, large and 
small. So, large cities are still growing at a rapid rate. Globalization 
generates new challenges in preparing strategies for urban development 
because it threatens to exacerbate urban environment pollution and 
natural resources degradation. 
(II) SUGGESTIONS 
> For successful study of urbanization in Posi-lndependent India, it is 
important to collect carefully data on the nature of urban expansion, 
growth of urban population, extension of city especially the metropolitan 
cities and the development of new residential land. 
> In order to really understand the role of small towns in economic 
development, we must have the basic data on such to\vns. 
> In the understanding of emerging trends of urbanization in India, it is 
necessary to give attention on new industrial township and industrial 
agglomerations. 
> It is not enough to study the internal migration, liven then study of 
"movement' has become necessary now. To examine the impact of 
commutation in demographic and economic term, on city life, it is also 
necessary to have data on the place ol'work. 
> Again any due importance to 'push" and 'pull" factors in migration may 
be avoided. Certain more important and concrete factors, like rural-urban 
differentials, labour recruitment procedure interaction between rural and 
urban areas due to frequmt flow of person, commodities and money, and 
hierarchy of factions etc. are to be studies to explain the rural-urban 
migration. 
> In spite of all the limitations of data in urbanization, the fact remains that 
these data have not been fiilly utilized. There is, therefore, a need for 
rigorous analysis of such data. 
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(Ill) LIMITATIONS 
^ The study is based on secondary data, so empirical data is not find. 
> Because of the limitation of times and resources, the work is not of that 
standard, which could have not been attend such content. 
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